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lot the olde and new Teltament, do ſpeake in 
ſundrieplaces of Wirches, Coniurers, & ber- 
T l|cerers, and that ſuch doings are in high de- 
n teſtation before God: but what theſe can da 


WE N few of the yulgar ſort do rightly vnderſtand. 
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ſome few argof the minde,that whatſocueris ſpoken in 


ch kinde of people, it was not done byt 
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«To the right woorſhipfull Maiſter Ri- 
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E ſacred Scriptures(right worſhipful)both | | 


vfgFor the moſt part doaſcribe vnto them very 
y , luch power and efficacie in working, as in deedethe. | 
deuill is not able to petfourme, thou h God ſhould enlarge his 
chaine & giue him full ſcope to doe all that he deſiteth. Againe, | 
y Scriptures,or in other writers cincerning things wrought by | 

4 deuill, but was a 


meere craft and coſenage of the deceiprfull,men and women, 
which haue taken vpon them ſuch Wange een e [| 
euer di 


tures haue no meaning to teach that de any thing 
that way, And Raft other writers haue erred which —— | 


taine the ſame power of deuils . The N of theſe latter is 
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groſſe, and in ſome ſort contumeliopus, 


that is to ſay, of the multitude, which imagine that Witches can 


worke at their pleaſute, & ſo ar 


. * 


breedeth ſo innumerable ſins chat it is as a monſter wit 
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heads. It is no męruaile that eee which d 


light of the goſpel are deceiued by the crafty 
this 1 — ſtrange. 83 men inſtructed in 
ſhould be abuſed and erre though not in the groſſeſt maner, yet 
groſly: but in deed . Ae ſildome handled by the prea- 
chers of the holy word, t the leaſt, in maner as might | 


ſle, and in ſome fort contumelious, being againſtthe direct 
teſtimonies of Gods word. The yaine conceipt af thoſe former, 


the comon plague of the earth, 
it | thmany: - 
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cut downe all falſe opinions conceiued in mens mindes about 
the ſame · I haue therefore bin mooued vppon fuck conſidera- 
tion to take ſome trauell, and ſet forth ſomewhat to conuince 
mens vaine opinions therein. I had not this minde, to ſet forth 
any large diſcourſe what hath bin Indged and deemed in for- 
mer times by learned men, and what they teſtifie concerning 
the lights of deuills by oracles, diuinations and ſuch vaine de- 
ccipt : but onely to giue a taſte to the ſimpler ſorte even from 
the doctrine of the bible vnto which I doo only leane. It may 
be ſome which haue lofty mindes, whom nothing can content, 
but that which is to their thincking abſolutely perfect, will ſay 
it is ſlender, and to no purpoſe. It is that v hich I am able, not 
written for thoſe which knowe more, neather to ſeeke the cõ- 
mendation of a learned worke: but in very deede to apply that 
ſmall meaſure of knowledge which God in mercy hath giuen 
me, to the benefit of thoſe that want it. If any with deeper (kill 


- ſhal reueale that which IT haue not attained vnto, Iwill be right 


glad, not onely for my ſelfe, but alſo for our countrimen which 
greatly neede inſtruction in the ſame, I preſent it vnto your 
worſhip, not for the greatnes of the worke , but to teſtifie my 
good-will : which in reſpect of that louing fauour, and 
friendſhip which your worſhip hath for certaine yeares ſhewed 
towards me, is great: but farre greater, becauſe that your zeale 
hath bin ſnewed towards the goſpell, and loue towards al thoſe 
that publiſh and profeſſe it. I truſt your worſhip will take in 

good part this poore gift, conſidering from what minde it cõ- 

meth: there bee ſome things handed in it, which are vſually 

committed both in the city and in the country, that are horri- 
ble before God, and to be ſeuerely puniſhed by ſuch as are pla- 
ced in authority, and therfore not vnfit to be peruſed by them. 
The Lord which hath inriched your worſhip diuers waies with 
his good gyfts, increaſe and double the ſame to his honor and 
your eternal comfort. Amen, mn. 


my 


ws * 


| Tour Worſhips to commaund. 
171 # 0 George Gyfford. * 


A BRIEFE DISCOVRSE 
wherein i is declared the ſubtil practiſe 


of deuils by witches and ſorcerers, 


by which men are and haue bene 
greatly ſeduced. 


The 1 Chapter. 
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Am not ignoꝛant touching this one 
point, that the diſcouery,and laying 
open of Satans wylines which bee 

pꝛactilech by witchcraft, is a mat- 
ter otno ſmall difficulty, thereaſon 
is manifeſt,and without all contro⸗ 


uerſie to bee admitted, which doth 
Noue the ſame: fox it᷑ politike wiſe 


28 18 men can vir. fo deepe to hide they 


Lap and intents , that no man can eſpie them: how ſhall 
wee diſcry the mattiſe ok deuils, who are far moꝛe deepe and 
ſubtil, and can couer their fleights and falſe conueiances moꝛe 
craftily then men? let no man therefoze ſuppoſe that J take 
bpon me, 02 pꝛofeſle ſo great ſkil as tovncouer and make ma⸗ 
nifeſt, as it were the ground woꝛke of thoſe treacheries which 
he pꝛactiſeth by Sozcerers and Mitches. The very truth is, 
J haue not curiouſly ſerched them out, nether do J accompt 
it che labour beſt ſpent, J only purpoſe ſo far to open Satans 
packe, and to make ſhew of ſo many ok his falſe and counter« 
fait wares, as map inftruct the ſimple ſoꝛt to diſcerne the bet⸗ 
ter and to indge ofall che reſt, which J truſt euery modeſt and 
ſober mynd wil allow to bee in ſome meaſure ſufficient, Se⸗ 
ing we haue this aduantage, that wee are moſt ſure that al his 
fineſt ſtuffe is no better then his courſeſt wares, becauſe that 
all his doings are fo2 naughty and wicked purpoſe,howſoeuer 
they may ſeeme to bee „ 3 then wel cen 

ods 


F924 


Gods wozd doth dilpell the thicke darkues wherwiththis ſite 
enemie hydeth himſelfe , and manifeſtethhis moſt pcftifcrous 
and deadly poiſon in ſome thinges, let it bee a ſufficient wars 
ning fo} all his doinges, without further examination. J am 
moued to deale with this matter, (and J wiſh it were dealt 
thꝛoughly in by ſuch as are fally able) fo2 this conſideration, 
that J ſee many thꝛough ignoꝛance of ſuch things are greatly 
ouerreached by Satan, and ſo entangledand ſnared with ers 
ro2s.that they fal into very foule and hozrible ſinnes: thoſe that 
vnderſtand the Latine tonge, map very wel ſatiſfy themſelues 
with that which wearines wich great iudgement and trauell 
hath wyitten touching this argument, J haue not lecne any 
that haue wiitten in our tong, which lead not into erroꝛ on the 
one ſide o2 the other: foz there be extremities on both ſides ins 
to which men do fall. The moſt part haue bene beſotted, euen 
ſuch as did take themſelues to be very wiſe: fo they haue ves 
rely beleued that witches could do great wonders, aſcribing 
ſuch power vnto deuils as belongech onely to God. Others 
there bee which du ſtifly maintaine ( but how wiſely let it ay⸗ 
peare) that all witchcraft ſpoken of, either in the holy Scri⸗ 
ptures, oz teſlifyed by other wꝛiters to haue bene among the 
heathen,q2 in thef latter dapes, hath bene, and is no moge but 


either msze colenage, oz poiſoning: lo that in the opinion of 


theſe men, the deuill hath neuer done, noz can do any thing bp 

witches andſozceres,Jt may be ſome man wil obiect, and lay, 

what hart can grow from this opinion? Who can tell what 

hurt wil enſu 15 grow thereof, vnleſſe he ſaw firſt ſomewhat 
75 


by experience, this we all do ſee, that one carnell of wheat bes 
ing ſowen, doth grow vp and bzing fozth a whole eare, with an 
hundꝛeth carnels in it ſometyme. If one erro2 be planted, who 
can tell what increaſe it may yeeld in tyme : the grownd doth 
not bzing foꝛth the toꝛne with ſuch increaſe, as mans hart doth 
errozs. It a man dꝛaw in one linke of a chaine, another follo⸗ 
weth and is by and hy in ſight, which dzaweth wee know not 
how many after it, vntil we ſee the laſt, There is no erroꝝ that 
Koeth alone, oz that is not linked vnto other. The Pong 


a. 
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Sante (whichmoke the man of Gov perect,and perfectlpinz : 
fructed vnto enery good woke) are foꝝ to iudge and ta detide 
all controuerſie in this caſe. rr 

W r 


The definition ofa witch the unique witchcraft 
The 2 . 


be perkect and right knowledge of 
thinges is, when a man doch know 
the cauſes , A definition doth con» 
*. 5 D ſiſt ofthole cauſes which giue the 
8 whole eſſence and containe the pere 
Fel fect nature of che ching defined 2 
4 O cherefoze where chat is found out, 
chere is a very cleere light. I it be 
= perkect, it is much che greater, 
though it be not — yet it grineth ſome good lige. 
Fo? which reſpect though J dare not affirme, that J can giue 
a perfect deſtnition in this matter, which is hard to do euen in 
knowen things, berauſe the eſlential foꝛme is hard to be found, 
pet J do giue a deſtnition, which map at the leaſt giue notice 
what mauer of perſons they be, of whom I mpnde to ſpeake. ll Lore 
A — — that abe by the — by — 1 i 2 
ueliſh oꝛ us art, e g 02 healing, rene TT 
—— — uhich che de⸗ 
euiled to entangle and ſnare mens 


withal vn⸗ 
to damnation. The coniurer, the enchaunter, the ſo2cerer, the 


deuiner, and whatſoeuer other ſoꝛt there is, are in deede cum 

palled within this cirt le. The Deuill alter diners loxtesno 

doubt, and aſtet biuers fozmes doth veale in theſe, but ho is 

alle to ſhew an eſſentiall difference in each ol them from all 

the reſt: I hold it no wiſedome, no) labour well ſpent to tra- 

nell much therein, one artificer — 
li. 


; 
Deut. 18. 


3 Theſ. 2 
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all to one ende and purpo 


mere diluſion , Tho wil not confelle that the father of lies is 
not to bee truſted : who knoweth not that all his doinges are 
hidden vnder colourable ſhewes ? ſhall men ſecke foz ſtedfaſt⸗ 
nes in his wapes ? {hall they beſo foliſh as to Imagine, that 
things are effected vp the vertue of wozdes,geſtures, figures, 
oz ſuch lyke $ doubtles all thoſe are but to deceiue, & to dzaw 
men fozward, and to plunge them moze deeply into errozs and 
ſinnes. And now touching the antiquity of witcheraft, wee 
mult needes confeſle that it hach bene of very auncient tyme: 
becauſe the holy Scriptures do plainly ceſtify ſo much. Foz in 
the tyme of Moſes it was very ryfe in Egypt. Neither was it 
newly ſpꝛong vp : being common and growen vnto ſuch ripe⸗ 
nes among the nations, that the Lozd reckoning bp diuers 
kindes, ſaith that the gentils did commit ſuch abhominations, 
fo2 which he would caſt them out befo2e the childzen of Jſrael, 
Deutron, 18. How long it was befoze that tyme, can not fox 
certainty be diſcuſſed:ſauingthat(as we haue ſaid)it was not 
pong in thoſe dayes, when Moſes wꝛote. And if we maintaine 
that it was befoꝛe the flood, ther is great reaſon to vphold and 
iuſtiky the aſſertion. IU ee know that the Deuill was excee⸗ 
ding crafty from the beginning. Alwaies labouring to ſeduce 
and deceiue after the wooꝛſt manner , Ik hee fayled of his de⸗ 
ſire, it was becauſe men had not pꝛocured Gods diſpleaſure 
to come vpon them, to deliuer them ouer vnto ſtrong deluſion, 


But we ſee how God compleaineth, that men had wonderful⸗ 


ly coxrupted their wayes, long befoze the flood. God being 


„ - thus pjouoked by che wickednes of the wolld, what ſhould 


make vs doubt, but that thꝛeugh his iuſt judgement, the des 
uil had power giuen him, and was let loſe, that hee might ſe⸗ 
duce and lead the pzophane Nations into the depth ofthe 


gulfe of all abhominable ſinnes, that iber might haue the ſo⸗ 


rer condemn ation: : 
| That 


ſe, howſoeuer they may differ in outs. 
ward rules fo2 pzactiſe ot them, that is litle 02 nothing beſides. 


0 1 
1 
— = - OO — — — . —/ \ AK oowoecwesey: 2 ͤ •ᷣ— EI — 


That there be 8. ſortes of Witches and practiſers of de- 
uiliſh art, mentioned, Deuter. 18. Fhoſe names and their 
interpretation do here follow. „ 


The 3. Chapter. Mr 


— BETS Der are no doubt a thouſand waies 
AH IDA differing euery one from the reſt in 
n X24 onecircumſtance oz other, vnder 

8 which Satan doch hide and couer 
bis craft and deadly poyſon. But 
pet the holy Ghoſt to warne al men 
to beware, doth mention onely 8. 


— — 


72 EBV! ſoztes, vnder which no doubt hee | 
Demand 4; compehendeth all other: fo2 there 
bee other names in the Scriptures, but pet ſuch as do note in 


the Egyptian and Chaldean tong,thoſe that are che ſame with 
ſome of theſe, I ſuppoſe that this one reaſon map ſuffice fo2 to 
pꝛoue, that vnder eight names all are compꝛehended, becauſe 


that thoſe gentils cauſed their childꝛen to paſſe though chefire 
doth by the trope ſynecdoche of the part fo the whole, vnder⸗ 
and all that falſe wozſhip and igolatriq into which they were 


c 


blindly led and ſeduced, Then hee nameth who they were, 


RC 


whole helpe Satan did vle as chiefe inſtrumentes to ſeduce 


withall. And laſtly agaynſt all theſe hee doth oppoſe the true 
Pꝛophet, whom hee would raiſe vp from tyme to tyme, vnta 
hrs people, at whoſe mouth they were to learne his holp wil 
and the true and acceptable worſhip, 

Now. then let vs come vnto the names by which thoſe euill 


people are named by the holy ghoſt in the Hebzew tong, fon | 
their interpꝛetation, ſo farre as wee may attayne, wil bing 


ſome light hereunto, 


The molt ot them be let down in the fozme of participles, The | 


firſt is called Koſem Keſamim, that is, one which deuinceh by 


B3 deuina⸗ 


that here is a general matter dealt in. Foz the Low ſhe wing 
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dluinations: the latter woꝛd is added faz to diſtinguiſh, bes 
| g cauſe the deuining was moze general then by diuinations , as 
i appeareth by that ſpeech which Saul vſed vnto the witch, when 
; hee requeſted her to deuine bp her ſpirite, and to bing vp him 
Bo whom he ſhould name, The woꝛd is ſomtime vled in good part 
Fo2 in the third chapter of Eſap,Gov doththyeten foz a plague 
that he wil take away Koſem, And king Solomon Prou. 16.40 
doth commend Keſem, that is diuination in the lippes of che 
a kinir, which ould guide him in iudgement. Fo in thoſe pla. 
ces, Koſem is put fox a man of excellent and rare giftes fo 
couernment. Jn other places ok the holy Scriptures, where 
it is taken in euill part, it is put fo; falſe prophets which with 
lech 33. b their lying and vaine diuinations did ſeduce the people. Theſe | 
Mich.3. did ſometyme deuiſe lies: ſometyme they did dꝛeame dzeams, 
which they followed and pzopounded to the people, as if they 
had receaued them from God, loz God did vſe that as one wap 
to reueale himlelfe to his ſeruants, when as in deed they were 
in theſe diuiners but the vanities of their ownehartes, and il⸗ 
luſions of vncleane ſpirites which alwates counterfait the ho⸗ | 
ly ſpirite of God, Sometyme the deuill did inſpire them, and | 
ſhew them viſions,as if he had bene the holy Ghoſt, and made | 
them vtter his wares vnder the name of God, This matter is 
is ſufficiently pꝛoued by the hiſtoꝛy which is wiitten 1 Reg,22 5 
foꝛ there it is ſhewed,that to the end king Ahab might bee ſe» D 
duced and goe vp to Ramoth Gyliad vnto batcaile , a deuill 
hath power giuen him to be a lying ſpirite in the mouth of the . 
400 falſe pꝛophets which were Ahabs. Diuers thinges are in 4 
that place ſet foꝛth toſthe reach of our capacity,butc this is clere 
what effect it wꝛought, fo2 both the Pꝛophets and Ahab were 
veceiued. Sometyme the Lozd himſelfe did ſpeake vnto Ko- 
ſem, though we neuer read that any true Pꝛophet was ſo cal⸗ 
led but ſoꝛcerers, which did fetch . 7 from 
the deuil, whom they tooke to be God ,Yee did ſo cunningly 
handle the matter. But wee do not reade in the holy Seri⸗ 
pture ot any moe but one ſozcerer, whom the Loꝛd ſpake vnto. 
And that was Balaam,foz he is called Koſem Ioſ. i * 7 
8 ic 


* 


— 
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dcelaring their vanity, accompting them among the witches 


. — tad a N —— — — 


— name thewerh that hee was no Pꝛophet of the Lond, 7 


bee was accuſtomed to fetch anſwers from the Deuill, why 
els did hee will thoſe that were ſent from the Ring to ſtay all 


night, to ſee what anſwere hee ſhould haue + It is ſapd after · 


ward, that he went Likkath Keſamim, that is, to meet with 


diuinations. A thing which hee was accuſtomed vnto: but at 


this tyme God himſelke did ſpeake vnto him. 


The ſecond is called Megnonen, from whence tbis name #- 
was deriued, none can fa; cercainty affirme, fo; it may come 


Gnun, whereof commeth Gnonah , which ſignikyeth a ſet 
tyme fo any purpoſe. It may alſo as well bee deriued from 
Gnanan, which is a clowd, Df whether of them it commeth, 
it is vſually taken for ſuch as did pꝛactiſe Indiciarie Aſtros 
logie, which from the courſe of the heauens, and the ſtars, did 
take vpon them to fozefyew warres, peſtilences, ſedicions, 
treaſons, and the death of great Pinces , Pozeouer they did 
teach the fit and pꝛoſperous times foꝛ to buy oz to ſel: to tours 
ney by Sea oꝛ by Lande, to make peace, to vndertake warre, 
oꝛ to marry. Theſe alſo did take vpon them to ſhew vnco e⸗ 
yer man (ſo that they did know the inſtant of his by2th) whe⸗ 
tber he were boꝛne vnder a lucky 02 an vnlucky planet. Mhat 
vertue oꝛ what vice he ſhould be giuen vnto: whether he ſhould 
be rich oꝛ pooze, learned, oz vnlearned, what manner of death 
hee ſhould dye. Agaynſt theſe God did inuey by his Pꝛophets, 


and ſo2cerers, Their erroꝛs are very vyle and abhominable by 
which they did ſeduce the blynd. Mee may ſee how the Lozd 
doth ſpeake of them Ieſay chapter 47. ver. 15. where hee 
calleth them Hobere ſchammaim, that is, obſeruers of the 
Peauens, and Chozim baccahochabim „gazers vppon the 
Starres, 

It is not the mynde ofthe Lozd to condemne the obſeruing 
and beholding of the courſe of the Heauens, and the Starres: 


foz they ſec foo2th the great glo2yof the Creatoꝛ, as thoſe are Platm 8 5. 
much to blame, which do not diligently behold them, to be ſtirs Plalu 19. 


red vp vnto admiration g wozſhipping of the great God, hor 
e 
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them awiſſe, aſcribing all good 


989 . 


him cozrupted in the fall ol Adam, Ik a man ſhould aſke 


theſe vayne fooles whether the nature ol the ſtarres bee chan⸗ 
fed ſince mans fall, what will they anſwere? fox this they 
mult needes confeſſe, that if the Starres bee the cauſe and 
fountaine of vice in men, then they bee either changed from 
their firſt creation from good into cull, oꝛ elſe that God crea⸗ 
ted the cauſe and fountapne of euill. And ſo as they committe 
vile ſacrilege on the one ſide, wheu they make the ſtar res the 
beſtowers of vertues, lykewile on the other ſide they fall into 
hoꝛrible blaſphemie when they make God the creatoz of the 
cauſe of cuil. The holy Scriptures do teach, that vice and vn⸗ 
cleannes is in vs from our ſinfull parentes, and that the Dee 
uill bꝛought it in and doth increaſe the ſame; famins, peſtilen⸗ 
tes, and cruell warres are ſent by the wꝛath of God fot ſinne. 
The wiſc Aſtrologians tell vs ot this and that coniunction of 
planets, which wil cauſe tyzants to rage, frendes to be falſe one 
to an other, women will bee diſobedient to their huſbandes: 
theſe thinges in deede come much to paſſe, and foliſh people 
beleue that the Aſtrologians did fozeſee it by the Starres. 
If men did pꝛolper, it was aſcribed vnto that lucky planet vn⸗ 
der which they were boꝛne. In aduerſitp they blamed the 
Starree, wa . peiflences , and fqmins being thonght to 
come from them, men neuer conſider their ſinnes which haue 
bene the cauſe of Gods indignation ( fo2 thoſe thinges hee 
ſendeth as the roddes and ſcourges of his wiath) but Fe led 
into a further miſchiete: fo) 
of Heauen. And as the Loꝛd fapth,T erem, 10, They fearethe 
ſignes of heauen. Foz this is maus uature, that where — 

perlwa- 
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they fell to woꝛſhip thehoſ 
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perſwaded that there is the power to bzing pꝛolperity and av« 
uerſitpe, there will hee woodſhip, In reſpect therefoze ofthis, 
the Aftrologtans are litle better then witches, Foz the deuill 
5 both ſeduce by them, Some will exclaime that wee do now 
condemne the excellent and noble ſkill of Aſtronomie. But 
„. that is nothing ſo, Fo2 it is a pꝛecious gift which God hath gi⸗ 
en vnto men, wherby they are able to take view of his woꝛks 
which are ſo high aboue them. Men do behold goodly things 
ſo ſone as they caſt their eies vpon the heauens. But ſuch as 
haue the (kill of Aſtronomie doe behold a great deale moze. 
N All men do ſee a gloꝛious trimme wozke,but pet afar off, 
Whereas the Aſtronomers are after a ſoꝛt caried vp hard to 
it, and ſee thoſe things which common ſenle doth not attaine. 
It is verikped vppon all which the Pzophet ſayth: the heauens 
declare the gloꝛy of God. Fo2 what minde is ſo blunt, but 
doth conceiue that the diuine power is great, and glozious, 
which made, ſet in oꝛder, and ſuſteineth ſuch a wozke : The 
rudeſt loꝛt do find that the courſe of the Sunne and the Mone 
do onder the dapes, and the nightes, moneths , and peares, 
inter and Sommer: Tho perceiueth mot what great 
power the Sunne hath with his cheriſhing heate to cauſe 
thinges to grow: the Mone beareth a great [way in the wa⸗ 
ters, Diuers other thinges there be which are manifeſt to the 
ſimple. But how farre beyond al theſe goe the learned Aſtro⸗ 
nomers, which do come nigh to gather the diſtance, and with⸗ 
all the wonderfull greatnes of the celeſtiall bodies, and their 
incompychenſible ſwiftneſſe : incompzehenſible J lap vnto 
man, TUhen from thele they turne theircics towardesthe 
Creatoz, How can they but bee amazed at the conſideration 
of his greatnes+they ſee the ſeuerall courſes ofplanets, and 
thcir motions , and the lame fixed by an ynchangevble decree; 
how can they ceaſe wondzing at the wilt dome of God, who 
hath lo ſkillully faſhioned them all: that which is ſecrete vnto 
others, as the influences & powers, is apparant in ſome mea- 
{ure vntothew, Mens death eathcr foz the time oz fo2 the ma⸗ 
ner is not ſubiect tothe ſtares; my leſſe bertue op vice cr e 
ö! | _ 4 
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ingendꝛed in mens myndes by them. The Aſtronomers do 
very grolly erre in theſe pꝛedictions about windes & ſhowzs: 
but pet no doubt there bee many thinges which depend much 
vpon the courſe of the heauens: which is no derogation to the 
pꝛouidence of God, who hath oꝛdayned, and doth vſe them as 
inſtruments foz the ſame. Great operations in the bodies of 
men and beaſts, as al ſkilful phiſitions do find, come from the 
planets, And no doubt the deuil tooke occaſion hereby fo ta 
lead men further in N ſhould haue gone. : 
The third is called Menacheſh , Nachaſh ſignifyeth to cons 3 
iecture, krom whence the ſame is deriued. Laban when he in⸗ 
treated Iacob to abide till with him, doth vſe that wooꝛd. J 
haue (ſaith he)edniectured, oꝛ found by experiments that God 
hath bleſſed me fo2 thy ſake, Foz hee felt that his cattle did in⸗ 
creaſe and thine vnder his hand, Ioſephwwhen hee had cauſed 


7.44 -£.his ſiluer cup tobe put into the ſacke of his bother Bentamin, 
18 


and vpon ſearch being found in the lame, ſpeaketh after the 
ſame maner: and ſayth he did deuine oz coniecture by that cup 
what manner of men they were. It ſeemeth that the wozd was 
vled indifferently, and often times taken in good part. Chen 
it is taken in euill part, it ſemeth to note ſuch as in Latine are 
called Augures: A kind of ſoothlapiers, which did coniecture 
and pꝛopheſie by the voices, and by the flying of Birdes by the 
intrals of beaſts, æ other like obſeruations. Thele were com⸗ 
mon among the heathẽ, c had in great eſtimation. Fo the wi⸗ 
ſer ſozt did beleeue that the Gods ( as they vſe to ſap) did vſe 
the tonges of birdes as theire interpꝛeters, to make thinges 
knowen vnto men. The like foz the flying of birds, which they 
did obſerue when they went about any matter. Mereupon ſome 
were accompted luckie and ſome vnlucky birds. And how the 
dend play to del men by the intrals of beaſts, who kno⸗ 
weth?the thing is not now in pꝛactiſe: but pet ſome reliques & 
dꝛegs of this kind of witchcraft(if I may ſo cal it) do remaine 
among vs, Fo: ſome wil gather by the chattring ot pyes, that 
they ſhal haue geſtes come vnto them, The rauen he ſitteth vs 
pon the ſteeple and cryeth: which way doth he looke ſapth — 
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from ada ye hal haue an eie ere it be long. 4+ 458 goeth 
abꝛode early in the moꝛning, & a hare croſſeth his way: a very 


vnlucky ligne he taketh it to be, and looketh not to ſpeede well 


that day. Frends meet together & make mery:ſome one at vn⸗ 
wares doth turn down the ſalt: the man oꝛ the woman towards 
whom it falleth, doth bluſh and take litle comfort of the dainty 
banquet, Fo? that is taken to be a grieuous euil ſign of miſhap 
that will follow. Heauy newes is bꝛought vnto ſome, that her 
father, oꝛ her mother, oꝛ her bzother is dead: IJ did euen looke koꝛ 
ſuch a matter (ſaith ſhe)foꝛ my noſe this day did ſodainly bzeak 
fozth a bleeding. Thus hath the deuill crept into the mindes of 
vnbeleeuing people, and cauſeth them to turne their eies from 
God. Theſe things muſt we condemne, but we mult take heed 
that we do not withal viſalow thoſe things which are to be ap; 
pꝛoued. Foz — — = fee by experience, fowls & — 
do foꝛeſhew ſome things, but pet by a natural cauſe. The gooſe 


and the ducke, & divers other water fowles, do dine and waſß 


them and make a great ſturre againſt raine. The crow he crys 
eth otherwiſe then oꝛdinary. Other fowles there be, which da 
flocke together and come vp from the ſea, when a cold blaſt is 
coward, The cow, though hee bee not very nimble,noz taketh 
great pꝛide in her running, yet ſetvech vp her taile, # about ſhee 
goeth the fields, The litle gnat ſoundech her trompet & giueth 
warning of a ſhower,TAhat ſhall wee ſap to theſe & a uumber 
ſuch like? that they be as the heathen ſaid the interpyters of the 
gods: no verelp, but there is a natural cauſe, and that is this: 
the dilpoſitton of the apze is changed, & that do theſe fowles c 
beaſts feel in their bodies, which maketh them ſo to deale, that 
ther is ſuch a change in the diſpoſition ofthe aire, though com⸗ 
mon ſenſe in men, do not perceiue it, vet many things do ſhew. 
That maketh the ſalt to bee wet, but that che moyſture of the 
apꝛe doch diſſolue it: what maketh the mar ble tone to ſweat az 

gainſt raine, but euen the moiſture ofthe aire which it dꝛaweth 
to it: what maketh the ſoot to fal downe by lumps & gobs out 

ofthe chimney, but the moiſt ayꝛe againſt rayne doth looſen it: 

It any man wil pet doubt how 8 02 beaſts ſhould = 
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thing ſtrange, Fo) a man whole arme oz his leg hath bene bꝛo⸗ 
ken, oz that hath had ſome mayme oz ſoze bzuſe in his bodye, 
doth feel a great ache againſt rayne:this doth come of the alte⸗ 
ration of the air. And thus wee ſee it behoueth men to diſcerne 
betweene ſuch things as haue a natural cauſe, c ther by do after 
a ſozt foeſhew things: thoſe which haue ng cauſe in nature, 
Ze hut are to be reietted. The 4 is called, Mechalhthepha, It is 
deriued from Caſhaph, which is found in the holy ſcriptures, 
that ts 2 cron. 33. 6. what the wozd doth pꝛoperly ſignify, o 
from whence it is dꝛawen, can no man tel. Moe then this, that 

it is vſed foꝛ a kind of witches & fozcerers, Some do imagine 
that it was ſuch a one as did deale, not by the deuil, but by poi⸗ 
ſon onlp, ſo that in their opinion, where it is tranſlated, thou 
ſhalt not ſuffer a witch to liue Ex.2 2. It ſhould be mote fitly 
laid, thou ſhalt not ſuffer a poiſoner to liue. But this is of ig⸗ 
noꝛance. foꝝ the matter is far othet wiſe, as ſhalbe ſhewed: their 
opinion is grounded vpon the greeke tranſlation, which is al⸗ 
ſcribed vuto the 70 interp2ecers:fo2 they do tranſlate this woꝛd 
Mechaſhſhepha Pharmacous, which ſap they do ſignify ſuch 
as did make & vſe poifon , The firſt erroꝛ is in this, that they 
conſider not that Pharma c arg as wel good confections any 
holſom medicines, as poiſons: this is manifcſt that witches do 
take vpon them to deale with medicines & confections which 
they vle together with their charmes: they make diuers oint⸗ 
mentes, which ſatan doth bſe to delude them withall. Pe teas 
cheth them alſo to make poiſons: whervpon this is cleere that 
the greeke wooꝛd Pharmakeia is vſed as a generall name fox 

0 witchcraft & ſoꝛcery, as we map ſe in diuers places ot the new 
a 218. teſtaiſſent. S. Paul. Gal. 5. retiting the woꝛks of the fleſh vſeth 
that woꝛd fox witcheraft. Babilon is charged that ſhe had ſedu⸗ 
id, dted the nations by her witchcraft: wheras indeed that wozd is 
2 + 77” vſed, But ik anp man ſhall ſay theſe pꝛofes are weake, and do 
F.C 805 7 not make the matter ſaclere as to be out ok all controuerfle, 
Dc ws then let them conſider aſeconderro2 in thoſe which hold opi⸗ 
wy > vonn, that Mechaſhſhepha, was one which dealt only with 
bv evvy D. a r poplon, 
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oy not by the deuil: fozhowſoeuer the bqnification ofthe 
wozdcan not be found, pet we find plainly expꝛeſſed in the ſcri⸗ 
ptures what this kind of witch did. Jn the 2 chap, of Dan, Na- 
buchadnezer among others whom bee would haue to inter- 
pꝛete his dꝛeame, ſendeth alſo foꝛ Mechaſhſhephim. Iftheſe 
were poiſoners what ſhould they do about ſuch a buſines : we 
ſee that among the Chaldeans, c euen in the kings court, they 


were had in great eſtimation, as wiſe men, & interpzeters cf 


ſecrets. It either the name it (elf had ſignifyed, 02 their pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe ſhewed them to be poiſoners how could they haue bin eſtee⸗ 
med: Js any man ſosbſurd as to thinke that kinges would 
take poiloners fo their chief wiſe men? Moſes doch repozt that 
when Aaron had caſt downe his ſtaffe befoze the K. of Egypt, 
t it was turned into a ſerpent, he lent foꝛ his wiſe men, andhis 
enchauntrrs and thep did the like, Foz euerp man caſt downe 
his ſtaffe befoꝛe Pharaoh, and they were turned into ſerpeuts. 
Theſe enchaunters which made the appearance of Hrengs 
and of frogges,# ot turning water into blood, are ittft in that 
place called Mechaſhſhephim, and then C hartummim: what 
ſhall wee ſay then, that the king of Egypt called fo2 poiſoners, 
and that they were indeede but poiſoners that wought ſuch 
feats befoꝛe him? J ſuppoſe this is plaine tnough vnto al thac 

will not wilkully bend themſelues to cauill, foz to pꝛoue that 
Mechaſhſhepha is not a poiſoner, but a witch, This kinde is 
that which I mpnd chiefly to ſpeake off, with ſome that follow 
and therefoe in this place I do omit to ſpeake further, 

The is called Chober chabar, which is one that doth en⸗ 
chaunt by enchauntment, Chabar doth ligniky to aſſociat and 
topne together :this enchaunter as it ſeemeth is ſo called ofthe 


ſociety which he hath with the deuil. Lachath ſemeth to be the 


ſame: fo? they are put both both fa one Pſal. 58.4 And this latter 
wow doth ſignikp to whiſper, Foz Chober had his charme of 
woꝛds and ſentences, which he did whilper : they tooke vppon 
the to do many things by their charms:butthe holy ſcriptures 
do mention but one. And that is of ſnakes c ſerpentes which 
ther did charm. From hence * pꝛophet Dauid ketcheth a ca« 
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parifon Pſal. 5 8 by which he ſheweth that ther is no good toũ⸗ 
ſel, though it be geuen by moſt excellent men, which can reco⸗ 
uer the wicked frõ their vngodlines. But they ſtop their eares 
5 againſt ic, oꝛ it doth not ſincke into them: this bis compariſon 
is in the. woꝛd /, pethen which he vſeth, is not the adder, but 
the baſiliſke oz ſome kind of exceding venimous ſerpent which 
ſtoppeth his eares , and wil not heare the voice ofthe charmer 
Eccl. 10. . though he were a moſt ſkilful enchanter. Solomon giuing in- 
ſtruction how a man is to appeaſe the wꝛath of the ruler, doth 
buing a compariſon alſo fro hence to admoniſh a man that hath 
wiſedome to vle it ſo tn this matter, of aſlwaging the anger of 
the pꝛince that it com not to late. Thus he ſpeaketh, if y ſerptt 
bite where ther is no charm, what pꝛolit is there to him that is 
102d of tong:he calleth there the lozd o2 maſter of tong, not 
as it is cõmonly taken, a babler, but he that had ſkil to vle his 
tong by charms as enchaũtments:which came to late ; could 
ſtand him in no ſtead after the ſerpent had ſtong by od {0 the - 
wildom which is in a man may come to late. Che St oel ob, b 
which is as much as to lap, one which enquireth, of Ob, ſome- 
tyme bagnalath Ob, one that poſſeſſcth Ob. And ſomtyme it 
Sam. 28 is ſayd, the man oz the woman in whom there is Ob, as Liuit. 
20 Ob is vſcd fo2 a bottle, oꝛ ſome hollow veſſell. But by thele 
places which J haue cited it is manĩfeſt that the witch & Ob 
are diſtinguiſhed: foꝛ p witch is not called Ob, but enquireth 
at Obꝛ is ſayd to poſſeſſe Ob: wherby wee may ſee that the 
deuil was called Ob:fo2 what cauſe I know not, but it is ſup⸗ 
poled, becauſe hee did ſpeak with a hollow voice, as it were out 
Ecy.29.4. of a tub o2 a bottle, as it is ſayd, Thy voice ſhall bee like 
Ob out of the ground: this ſame kind is thought of the moſt 

learned to be that deuil which the Gretians called Python. S. 

N Luke doth repoꝛt Act. i 6. that at Philippos there was a mayd 
which had a deuil in her whom he calleth a ſpirite of Pytho: c 
this matd did deuine, & bꝛought great gayne to her mayſters 
thereby. The oꝛacles of the heathen in old time, were fr ſuch, 
And of this we are allo to ſpeake moꝛe aftcrward: but J take 


| it a thing very manife{t, that if Pytho were only a deuil 2 
| | fpake 
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ſpake out of a mapde, as this in the Acts, & the Hilla were 
maids ſfoꝛ the deuil which fayned himſelle to bee a great God, 
ſeemed p it muſt be a virgin pꝛeeſt out of whõ he mult ſpeaky 
| then Ob was mote general. Foz he did not alwayes ſpeak out 
BF ofthe witch, nether did they alwayes demaund to knowß mats 
ter of him, but he was ſent to fetch vp the ſoule of him, whom 

ö party would ſpeak withal, as appeareth by the Words ofSaul 
Fo? he biddeth her deuine by Ob, fetch vp him u 


| ho he ſhould 
7 name. The 7.ts named Tiddegnoni. Iadang is to know, from 
whece this woꝛd lemeth to be deriued. Fo? ſuch as deale wich 
deuils do know manp things, which other men can not know 
ſo far ag God doth permit vnto the deuil to reueale: this kind 
is commonly ioyned with Shoel Ob, and therefoze thought to 
differ litle from the ſame, Foz they both wought with the 
Deuill as doe the Mitches, and alſo the Coniurers. 
Either of them no doubt map verie wel ſet fozth both our TUit- 
ches and Coniurers, though there ſeem to be great difference 
bet weene them, which is no mote in deed, but the craft of the des 
uill. His auntient manner of pꝛactiſe with Shoelob and Iidde- 
gnoni haue bene deteced, and therefoze he hath urned thinges 
into an other foꝛme, but the matter the ſame, Eniurer go⸗ 
eth one way to woꝛk, x the witch an other, the one as it ſeemeth 
foꝛ on purpoſe, the other foꝛ an other, but yet the chcife end is 
g all one. The eyght and laſt is called Doreth el hammethim, 
that is as much as to ſap, on which enquireth at the dead. This 
kind of witch was called ofthe grecians Necromantes, that is 
one which vſeth diuinations by the dead. And the art it ſelf was 
called Necromancia. I ſa not how this could much differ frõ 7 
Bagnalath Ob, which tooke vpon her to fetch vp che ſoules of Tt 3 2 rſh 
dead men, Theſe were ſo called not that they were able by any &.-/owt# ol, 


meanes to featch vp the ſoule of any man either good oz bad, 37 . "5.247 0908 
But the deuill feined Him ſelfe to be the ſoule of ſuch o2 ſuch a l= Y. fox op 
body, and handled the matter ſo that they could perceiue none 2 Ne 3 


other, Thus much may ſuffice fo the names vſed in the boly i r. e 
ſcriptures, There be other, but no doubt the ſame indeed with - | | 
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ok theſe N — doe by ſoceries, it is requiſit in = er 
place to ſpeake of the cheife doer, whichi is the deuill. 


The nature of deuils deſcribed with there operations 
and effectes. 
The 4 Chaprer, 


pe Deuils being the paincipall agents, 


e cbicfe pzactiſers in witchcrafts and ſoz- 
cerpes, It is much, to the purpoſe to del 
Z rcrybe and ſet the fox wheree by we ſhall bee 
8 the better inſtructeb to ſee what he is able 
n 7 to do, in what maner, and to what ende e 
. pur pole. At » beginning (as Gods wozd 
doth teach vs) they were createdholy Angels, full of power, & 
gloꝛy. They ſinned, they were caſt downe from heaven, they 
were vtterly depued of glozp, and meſerued foꝛ indgement, 
This therfoꝛe, # this change of theirs, did not deſtroy no} take 
away their fozmer faculties:but vtterly cozrupt, pcruert, apd 
depꝛaue the ſame: the eſſence of ſpirits remapned, & not bnely 
but alſo power & vnderſtanding, ſuch as is in Angels, heaut⸗ 
ly Angels are very mighty & ſtrong, far aboue all earthly cre⸗ 
atures in the whole wozld; The infernall angels are foz their 
ſtrength called pꝛincipalityes c powersthoſe bleſſed ones aps: 
plye all their might to ſet vp & aduaunte the glg2y of God, to 
defend e ſuccour his childꝛen. the deuils bend all their fo:ce a⸗ 
gainſt God, agaynſt his glopp, bis truth c his people. And this 
is done with ſuch ſiercenes, rage, e cruelty, that the holy ghoſt 
paynteth them out vuder the figure of a great red oꝛ ſicry dꝛa⸗ 
gon, x roaring lyon, in very deed any omparable to the; 
Me hath ſuch power and autozity indeede,that hee is called the 
God of the wozld. Pis kingdome is bound and incloſed within 
certayne limits,fo2 he is h pzince but of darknes: but yet with⸗ 
in his ſayd dominion (which is in ignoꝛance of God, he exercise 
ſeth a mighty tyꝛany. our Sauiour comparech him to a ſtrong 


man armed which kepeth his caſtle. 
And 


—— — — W 


hes; 
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And what ſhall we ſaie fo2 the wiſebome and vnyerſfans Mat. 12. 


ding of Angels, which was giuen them in their creatid, was 
it not far aboue that which men can reach vnto? ben they 
became diucls(euen thoſe repꝛobate angels) their vnderſtan* 
ding was not taken awaie, but turnen into malicious craft 
and ſubtiltie. Pe neuer doth any thing but ol an euill pur 
poſe, and yct he tan ſet ſuch a colour, that the Apoſtle ſaith he 
doth change himſelfe into the likeneſſe of an angell of light. 
Foz the ſame cauſe he is called the old ſerpent, be was lub 
till at the beginning, but he is nom growne much moze ſub⸗ 
till by long experience, and continuall pꝛactiſe, he hath 
ſearched out and knoweth all the watesthat map be to de- 
teiue. So that if God ſhould not chaine him vp, as it is ſet 
foxth Reuel. 20. his power and ſubtilti e ioined together, 
would ouercome and ſeduce the whole world. | 

There be great multttudes of infernall ſpirits,as the hos 
Iy ſcriptures doe euerie where ſhew, but yet they doe ſo 
iajne together in one, that they be called the viuell in the ſins 


gular number. They doe all toine together (as our ſauiour Mat. 12. 


teacheth) to vphold one kingdome. Foz though they can not 
loge one another indeede, pet the hatred they beare againſt 
God, is as a band that doth tye them together. The holie 
angels are miniſtring ſpirits, ſent foozth foz their ſakes 
which ſhall inherit thepzomiſe. They haue no bopilie ſhape 
of themſelues: but to ſet foozth their ſpeevineſſe, the ſcrip⸗ 
ture applieth ic ſelfe vnto our rude capacitie, and paintech 
them out wich wings. 

hen they are to reſcue and ſuccour the ſeruants of God, 
they can ſtraight waie from the high heauens, which are 
thouſands of thouſands ok miles diſtant from the earth, bee 
pꝛeſent with them. Such quickneſſe is alſo in the diuels: 
foz their nature being ſpirituall, and not loden with any hea⸗ 
ute matter as our bodies are, doth affooꝛd vnto them ſuch a 
nimblenes as we can not concctue. By this they flie thꝛough 


the wozld ouer ſea and land, and eſpie out al aduantages and 
octaſions to doe euill. 


D. Now 


Gen. 3. 


2. Cot. 4. 


xz Cor. 10. 


Reucl. 20. 


2. Theſ. 2. 


Reuel.13, 


Rcucl. 12. 


n — — 
A diſcourſe of the ſübtill practiſes 
Now to declare what theſe malignant wicked diuels haue 
effected e bzought copaſle, oʒ what great ſucceſſe they haue 
attained, would be a long and tedious piece of wozke. A 
few ſhozt ſentences of the wozd of God onely to note the 
ſame, map ſuffiſe in this behalfe: he pꝛeuailed by his great 
crafc againſt our firſt parents: he is called the pꝛince ot this 
wozld,and the God of this woꝛld. The Gentiles vid wozſhip 
diuels, ſince the comming of our Sauiour Chzift, when hee 
was bound foz a thouſand peares, being let looſe againe, hee 
ſeduced the woꝛld: ea he was the means, and it was by the 
efficacie ot his power, that Antichꝛiſt the Pope and his falſe 
religion was let vp. And ſo all the wozld woondered and fol- 
lowed the beaſt(foz ſo the holy ghoſt termeth Antichꝛiſt) and 
they wozſhipped the beaſt, and they woozſhipped the dzagon 
which gaue power to the beaſt. | phe 
This ſeemeth hozrible and monſtrous, that all nations 


of the wozld ſhould wozſhip the dinell : doubtleſſe they ne- 


uer meant it, but when they fozſooke the true wolhip pꝛe· 


{cribev in the holie woꝛd, and imbyaced idolatrie, and wooz- 


ſhipdeuiled by man, whatſoeuer intent they had, God laieth 
to their charge that they wooꝛſhipped viuels. Mhat victo⸗ 
ries the diuell hath gotten at other times in the woꝛld, doth 
ſufficiently appeare by tbis, that he is deſcribed with ſeucn 
crownes. Oe hath raiſed vp all kinds of heretikes, he hath 
ſtirred vp ſoze perſecutions againſt the Church, and 
cauſed the ſeruants of God to be cruellie murs 
thered. Thus much touching 
Dinels, 


8 Diuels 
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| Deuilshaveno power to hurt mens bodies or goods, bu 
vpon penal leaue giuen vnto them. 


Tbe 5. Chapter. 
=27 be rcp;obat angels are mightie,fierce and ſubs 


A mcnties of Sods vengance, and executioners ot 
bis wꝛatb, they doe not exerciſe power and aus 
thozitie which is abſolute, and at their owne 
will and appointment, but ſo farre as God letteth ſooꝛth the 
chaine to giue them ſcope. Touching the repꝛobat, which de- 
ſpiſe the waies of God and are diſobedient, we are taught, 
that Sod in righteous vengeance giueth the ouer into their 
hands, fo they would not loue his lawes, noz honour him as 
their God: therfoze they come vnder the tirannie of wicked 


diuels, which woꝛke in them with power, cheir harts do they k rec 1. 1 


harden, their eies, euen the eies of their minds do they _ 
they kindle and ſtir vp in them all filthie luſts, and carrie , 
them heavlong into foule and abhominable ſinnes, 

Here is their thzone and kingdome, not that they be able to 
carrietheſe ſo far as they would, but as euerp one doth moze 
grieuoully pꝛouoke Hod, ſo are they plunged) vetper, either 
into monſkrous hereſies, oz abhominable wickedneſſe, fo 

God giueth them ouer into a repꝛobat mind, ſome indeed are 
caried further thã other into the depth of impietie, becauſe 


Sod letteth him moze ſtronglie inuade them, and taketh a- Rom. . 


wap his graces and gifts, but pet he raigneth in them all, in 

as much as they be void ofthe power of grace to reſiſt him, 

and are caried captiues by him vnto eternall damnation. 
Theſe wicked fiends doe alſo ſet vpon the faichfull and 

elect people of God, fo2 God vſeth them allo as inſtruments Epheſ. s. 

fo their triall, they tempt and trie them, they doe wzeſtle r. 12. 

and fight againſt chem, they buffet them, euerp wap ſee- 

king to annop and moleſt them both in bodie and ſoule. God 

indeed turneth all vnto the good ofthele, Hee letteth him 
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baue power and ſcope no further vpon them, than he giueth 
ſtrength and power ol grace to reſiſt, at the leaft ſofarre that 
the wicked one can not cauſe them to ſinne vnto death. This 
then being out ol al controuerſie, that his power euen in that 
wherein it is greateſt, and where he ſeemeth to haue his 
chiele right, is limited: hom ſhall it be veemed but that tous 
ching the bodies of both men and beaſts oz of ante other cres 
ature, he can doe nothing but vpon ſpectall leaue and come 
million graunted vnto him. He can not doe violence to the 
bodie of apoc2e ſwine, naie he cannot at his pleaſurc kill ſo 
much as a ſeelie flie. When Gad will haue him to touch a⸗ 


nie creature, either man, beaft.fiſh,foule,cree,cozne, oz whats 


ſoeuer, he flieth vpon it, and maketh the greateſt ſyew that he 


Theſe things are we plainlie taught in the holie ſcrip⸗ 
tures, not onelie by thoſe which were poſſeſſed with diuels, 
and were greeuouſlie tozmented in bodie: but alſo by de⸗ 
ſtroping both men and cattell. In the booke of lob the firſt 
chapter, we are plainely taught, firft chat the diuell could 
not touch Iob, noz any thing that was his, thin that hauing 
leaue, he ſlew his childzen, deſtroied his ſeruants and cattell, 
and plagued him in his bodie wich ſezes, the holie ghoſt doth 
ſo manifeſtlie teach that the diuell did this, that to denie it is 
flat impietie, and the vaine and friuolous cauils to p2ooue 
the contrarie not woozth the anſwering. The holte ghoſk 
doth applie himſclfe in that place to our rude capacitie, It 
is very true: and ſo doth he in manie places of the holy ſcrip⸗ 
tures, doth it follow therefoze that the things were not? 
Ve are not capable of things ſpirituall, and therefoze they 
be ſet ſoꝛth vnder the foꝛme of things co2yo2all and viſible, 
We may not imagine that deuils chzuſt in themſelues as 
mongſt the holie angels into the gloz2teus preſence of Gos 


in heauen. Meither muſt we ſuppoſe that GOD talketh 


with the diuell and be with him: but theſe and ſuch like 

things are bozrowed to ſet befeze vs things inuiſible. 
God vieth the diuels by his pꝛouidence to accompliſh the 
wozke 
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ked, oz fo2 chaſtiſement and trpall of his Childzen. bat 
could mote fitly expꝛeſſe the ſame, then to liken him to a king 
which bath ſeruants g officers foʒ euer purpoſe, who came 
befoze him to gine an account what they haue done, and to re⸗ 
ctiue commaundement what they ſhall doe: God limiitech 
their boundes,he reſtraineth, he enlargeth them at his good 
pleaſure. But how Satan doth knowe u here leaue is giuen 
him, we cannot conceiue. Fo} as it of PP God tolde him, 
all chat be hath is in thy. band? foz vs ber is bzougkt in ſpeas 
king in this wiſe, thou haſt hedged about him, and about all 
that he hath. Pea but lob ſaith, God did all? And Job ſaich 
verp true, but lob did knowe God did it by appointing the 


Diuell to doe it. He knew that the theeues and murtherers 


which flewe his ſeruaunts and dzaue away his cattcll, were 
ſtirred vp by the Denill, he ſtaye th not aboute them noz pet 
about the Deuill, but looketh and addzeſſech himſelfe vnto 
bim which hath rule ouer men and Deuuls. ſhall we ſay then 


God did it, therefoze the Deuill did it not: It may be obiec⸗ob 


ted, that if the Deuill did thoſe thinges , then is hee able to 
raiſe vp mighty windes, tempeſtes, lightning and thunders. 
If bee ſent that mighty winde, which did thzowe vowne 
the houſe vpon lobs Childzen ; if he caſt downe that fire vys 
pon the Cattell and Seruauntes, Wihy map not men thinke 


that vpon leaue be can do the other? J anſwere,that the ſcxips $f. 


ture aſcriberh the (Wiinves,che Tempefts, the Haile and the 
mighty Thunders and Lightnings voto God tuen as wozks 
peculier to his Maieſtie, by which be doth ſee fozth his mags 
niftcence and gloꝛy. Becauſe he alone hath created them, the 
ecuils are not able to create an Ions neuer fo ſmal. 
much lcfle thoſe greate chinges eeth right well che mat- 
ter whereof they conſiſte and how they are, by the naturall 
courſe which God hath ſet, bꝛougbt foozth,vpon leaue graun⸗ 
ted vnto him, he is able in ſome ſoꝛte to colic the matter of 
them, 02 being pꝛepared by the Lone, to make them moze vis 


olent : he dothcouet allo inthe darkeſt cempeſtes,in the molke 
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woozke which he determineth, eyther in w2ath vpon the wic 
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raging wines, and terrible crackes ol thunder to conuey 
bimlelfe tuto che ſfozme , to co Pe With it, and to Pe ſome 
be 


1 terrour of his pꝛelence, #9(ifi*be graunte d) he appeareth 
'4 vnto ſome in anvglye ſhape, oz renteth vp trees, And this 
he doth to bzing men in belie de chat all thole terrible thinges 
wherein there is ſo glozious and ſo mighty power ſhewed, 
are his wozkes, And herein he hath greatly bewitched the 
blind wozloe, foz it is a common opinion, when there are aup 
mighty windes and thunders with terrible lighcuinges, that 
the Deuill is ab22ave and doth it. When they heare of 
houles burnt, oz trees rent vp and other harmes by Sea oz 
by Lande, by and by they begin to ſuſpect that there haue 
beene coniurozs abzoade, then rumo2s are ſpzead, thecons 
iuro2s, ſayth one are taken, they haue confeſted that they rats 
ſed vp Oeuils e that thꝛee are bzoken looſe, yea ſiue, ſaith as 
nother,* bow they wil get them in againe God knoweth, this 
wicked folly which polleſſeth the mindes of the ignozant ſoꝛt, 
is a fruit of Poperie. Foz they tookeaway the light, and the 
Deuill did delude them in the darke at bis pleaſure, ſoz be⸗ 
holde the wiledome of their greate Pꝛelates in this pꝛynt. 
{ad they not hallowed belles to ring in greate teimpeſtes, 
that the Deuill might be dziuen awate, as not able to come 
within the ſounde of them: Did not theſe grakte farhers 
beleeue that choſe great aud terrible thinges were woucthe 
- bythe Deuill : And the greater they were, che rather men 
aſcribed thei untg, uils, a vile and bzutiſh impietie, 
that the — — did appeare, the ſooner they ſhoulde at⸗ 
P4.:29, tribute the lame vnts the Duill, but in very deede it is the 
* xlozious GD D which cauſeth it to thunder, but ic may 
be thought lo all this, that the Deuill doth bzing lightning 
and thunder, and mightie wines, becauſe as it (cemcth thoſe 
were no leſſe which he did fo; to plague lob. 
vol. J will ſhewe chzrefoze that there is greate difference 
| betweene the mightp wozkes of Gad, and thoſe which are 
1 allcribed there, vnto the Deuill, they indeede ſeeme ts be as 
| great lightning, and thundering, as ſrong windes, but yet 


thep 
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thep are not, the Deullcauſeth fire to tall downe vppon che 


ſeruauntes and the tattell of lob and burneth them, Let vs 
ſce whether that bee like vnto the lightning and thunder, 
God createth them and ſendeth them in the Cloudes with 
mighty power and terroz, they paſſe though the earch e vpon 
the ſeas at his commaundement, the Deuils did not make 
no? create that fire, but being already ſcattered in the apze a 
company of them di gather it together and caſt it uppon the 
men and the beaſtes and make it kindle vpon them}, this may 
ſecmea very great matter aboue that which it ts, bnieſſe we 


0 how it was done. Firſt this is cutdent that the ſun 


h beames odd, vecing the fountaine of heate, there is 

re diſperſed : becauſe when ewe collected oz the ſcattce 
red heate which is in chem,d2aweTogether,thep vo burne, as 
erpgrifce doth teach by ſome glaſſes which bern holden in p 
ſun, Plutarch ſheweth concerning the holy fire which the vir⸗ 
gines called veſtals, did keepe,ozpepued by Numa, that when 
it was out, either by negligence oꝛ miſhap, it migbt not be 
kindled from common fire : but they had a wap to collec the 
beames of the ſyn. Ne ſee alſo that by ſtriking a ſharpe flint 
fr a ſharpe Tron together, there commeth verp burning fire, 
It doth not come out of the ſtone, noꝛ yet out of the Jron, foꝛ 
fo much fire as with a multitude of ſtrokes is bzought out of 
A little (tone & a ſmall Tron, could not bee in them, but they 
mult needs be verp hot, wheras indeed they be very cold, thus 
therkoꝛt it is: God hath ſo oꝛdeined that in this whole wozlve 
there cannot be Vacuum, t hat is to ſap, any place void oʒ emp⸗ 
tye, but it muſt needs be filled with ſõ what, there is no power 
in man to make ſuch empty place, ſo much as a pins head : foꝛ 


1 ſomwhat mult fill the roome, we ſce therfoze that water will 


not run out at the bottom of a veſlell that hath holes, vnleſle 
there be wap foz the apze to come in, to fill the roome; Put a 
bottle into the water being empty, you ſhall well perceaue 
that ie is ful of ap2e,fo2 no water wil into it but as the apꝛe 


goeth out, euen ſo when a man ſtriketh a ſharpe ſtone, vp⸗ 


on the ſharpe edge of Steele, hee parteth the Apze in 
18 4. ſunder 


. 
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ſunder at ſome trokes'{ *that ir there were not a quicker thing 
then ayꝛe, there would fot ſome moment of time be Vacuum, 
the fire therfoze being diſperſed doch gather to a ſparke 4 fill 
the place where the ayze was parted. What maruel is it thẽ 
though a ſozte of malignant ſpirites, which haue farre grea- 
ter power and (kill then men, do colllect the fire which is ſcat⸗ 
tered in the ayꝛe, and dꝛawe it vowne vyon men. This is no⸗ 
thing to the terrible lighteninges and thunders, which the 
mighty God hath created and ozdereth. But what for the 
boilkerous windes, did not Sathan raiſe as greate as it(cee 
meth as the greateſt when it thzew downe the houle, which 
doubt was ſtrong, foꝛ Iobs Childꝛen Were no beggers 
unſwere that this winde was euen the Deuill, oz a company 
of Deuils which mousd the apꝛe and came ruthing vpon the 


* themſelnes with noyſe, and thzew it downe. It doth 


low heereok that the Deuill can fend koeꝛth windes as the 
L 02d doth, which at his tommaundement goe foo2th ouer the 
farce kingdomes of the earth, and ouer the wide Deaes,this 
is a wozke farre aboue the power of Deuils , and therefoze 
the Diucl hath bewitched thoſe whieh beleeue that hee can 
doe ſuch thinges, The Diuels haue power alſo co infect the 
bumo2s in mens bodies, and of beaſts lik (ſet to bzing ſozes 
= diſeaſes, when God giueth him leaue, t is might ſuffice 
goue that the Diuels haue no power to hurte, but vppon 
4 —— that the ſame obteyned . they can do much, but 


yet J will adde one teſtimonie, becauſe it is very cleare, and 


bꝛzingeth the matter out of all doubt, leauing no place fo; any 
tcauillzthe Euangeliſts doe repoꝛt that our Sauiour did caſt 
Diuels out of a man polleſſed. They belougit him that they 
might enter into a great heard ok ſwine which was feeding 
in the mountaines, he gaue them leaue, and the whole hearde 
was carrped into the Sea and dzowned in the waters. Me 
ſce they could not touch the Swine without leaue, and 
when that was graunted, what miſchieke 
they wzougbt, thus much koz 

this popnt. 
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Diuels can app in a bodily ſhape and vſe 
ſ poecks 2 — with men. 


T he 6. Chapter. 


ſome man wil ſap, what reaſon is there to ſbew that they can 


doe ſo much, being of an eſſente inuiſible? Me may not ſtaye 
beere mithin the limites of our owne reaſon, which is not as 
ble to reach vnto, oꝛ to compzehend what way Denils ſhould 
be able to haue ſuch operations, Me map not A ſay meaſure 
their nimblenes, g power, & ſubtilties in wozking, by our 
owne vnderffanving oz capacitie. But we mult looke what 
the holy ſcripcure doth teſkifie in this behalfe, and therin reſt 
and ſt ay our ſelues. Me haue a manifeſt proofe,Exod.7:that 
the Deuill can take a badily ape. Foz when Aaron had caſt 
downe his ſtaffe and it was turned into a Serpent, the 
Enchaunters of Egypt taſt nowne their ſtaues and they bes 
tame Derpents, which was thbeeve, but in ſhewe and appea⸗ 


rance which the Deu:l made, koz he deluded the ſenſes, both 
in hiding the fozmeof the ſtaues —_ indeeve were not any 
l : way. 
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way changed: and alſo in making a ſhewe of ſuch bodies as 
wer e noe, this was done openly c in þ cleare-light,to2 others 
wiſe it mightbe thought to be a meere illuſion, Foz we lee 
that men in extreame ſickenes thinke they heare a voyce and 
lee a ſhape, which none other in pzeſence eyther heareth oz 
ſeeth, fome are ſo melancholike that they imagin they heare 
and {re that which they doe not, fox Sathan deluveth che 
phantaſie ſo ſoze, that the partpe doth ſuppoſe that his very 


| oucward lenſes do perceaue the matter. ut here wag no ſuch 
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thing: but all which were with Pharao thinke the verp 
Serpents indeede, ſauing chat Moſes and Aaron did knowe 
it was the iugling of che Deuill, King Saule when God hay 
foz{aketthim,and being in diltcefſe ſought vnto a Mitch, He 
is dcſirous to talke with Samuell which was dead, foz he avs 
nointed him to be king ouer Iſraell. e requeſteth of che witch 
that ſhe would bzing him vp, lhe taketh che matter vpon her, 
there commeth vp one which taketh vpon him to be Samuell, 
and the Scripture calleth him ſs, Saul and the witch take it 
to be ſo Þe appeareth in a bodily ſhape, ę vſeth goodly plaine 
ſpeeche. It was not the true, but a falſe and counterfeit Sa- 
muel, tuen a wicked Oeuill. Fox he handlech the matter ve⸗ 
xy, cunningly, but vet in diuers things bewzaxetb himſelle. 
De was content that Saull ſhould fall downe and wozſhi 
bim, which the true Samuel! would neuer haue ſuffered .. 
doth not rebike him fo2 ſeeking vnto a witch, which the 
ſcripture condemncth. And che Lozd imputeth it vaco Saull 
fo one of the Tinncs foʒ which he did deſtroy him. In which 
place the Lozd ſaich he ſought to conſult with Ob, This is 
out pf doubt that the holy Ghoſt is far from calling the ſoul 
of Samuel Ob. and as fo2 the woman ſhe is not called Ch, but 
Bagnalath Ob, on which poſleſſeth Ob. Nowe let vs conſider 
bis ſpeeche, why, ſaith behalf thou diſquieted me, by calling 
me vp% Marke what ſubtilty there is in theſe fowe wordes. 
This is molt certaine, that the ſoules of rightcous men are 
not ſubicc> to the call of a witch, but the craf;y Deuil weuld 
make men belieue that they el euen9}awen looꝛth any 

if \ * : | , gFoublen 


or Diueis vy vvitcnes . 


troubled, oz dilquieted, Fo) Hattie. Lese — 2 1 f 

taut, which is as much as to ſap, wherefoze half thou cauſen '* 

me to ſake 02 be diſquieted with feares It is deriued of Ka. 

ga Which is to ſhake and tremble, Mould the true Samuell 

make men belieue that the witch with her Ob. had ſuch po⸗ 

wer to fetch him vp: Al it were Samuel indeed, why dis he nor 

rather ſap that Ood ſent him *Aghinc the common erroz was 1 ſa — 28 's 

that the ſoules of the righteous were in ſome place beneath 

in ebe earth where the witches familier ſpirice could come, 

and bing them vp, and fog chis cauſe alſo this counterfeite 

Samuel ſaith he had made him co Abrahams boſome 
Tikka vp into the thirde 


was Paradiſe, and S. Paule wa PI, 
beauen an» that he ſaich was Paraviſe. Then Samuell muſt Cor. 12. 
baue come downe, and not haue come vp. Me lee then Fas 4 
bis ſpeeche tendech to conürme wicken and abhominable er⸗ 
r928,which may ſuffice.to pooue that it mas 4 Deuill. 2 
thermoze Moſes death ſhem that at the beginning the Deuill 
did talke with Eua, vſing the ſerpent foz his inſtrument. If Sen. z. 
be could then — bis fall vſe ſpeech, hall we 
doubt that be cannot now Js ic n ne fozch in the 
goſpell, that Deuils came aut 
what haue we to do with leſus, qc. 2. TDs 
that certaln did take pon them to name duet thole which hav 
vncleane ſpirites the name ol the Lozn leſus, ſaying we ay« 
ture you by Ieſus whom Paule may b he ſaith, that che: 
-Fillipipe mane, anſwere ans ſajy, lein know, and 
Paule A knowe, but who 8 * 


therfoze out of theſe plates of Cri, 
that Deuils can takc a bodilp 
ere wrde. 


An 


. 


An anſwere vnto certaine friuolous reaſons, which ſome doe 
make to proue that the Deuils did not make thoſe appari- 
tions, & that he cannot * any bodily ſhape, 
pr 
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———= Here is nothing almoſt ſs plaine, 
—— but chat there may be cauils made 
dag ainſt it, and ſome pꝛobable ſhewe 

ol reaſon, ſuch tber koze as take vp⸗ 


on chem to maintaine that Wits 
c(hbes and coniurers voe nothing by 
0 the helpe of D eutls, and that ſpy- 


—— 


rites can take no viſible ſhape, de- 

gr tie all the ſhiftes which they are 
able, to auoid thoſe teſtimonies of ſcripture which J haue al- 
leaged. It is neceſſary therloze that ere I pꝛoceede any furs 
ther, at the futilicy and vanity be ſhewed of the chiefe rea- 


ſons which arebzought fp2 that purpoſe. Firſt touching che 


Enchaunters of Egypt mtgbt it not be that they made Ser ⸗; 
pents inveede by uaturall Pagie ke, foz they which do know 
the ſecretes ol naturemap do things r aunge e meruellaus, 
To this A auſwere, that if Iannes and Tambres did by their 
ſhil in the ſecrete power ol nature, turne their ſtaues into ves 
æy ſerpencs,J know few of the miracles ot Chꝛiſt. which they 


might not epther doe, oz as grtate. Chꝛiſt turned water into 


Wine. Af thoſe Enchaunters had bene there and hy aaturall 
Magicke had turned their taurs into lerpents, who woulde 


not, oꝛ mighe not inifly boue affirmed their miracle co be the 


greater: The wozkes which Chzilt vid beare witnes of him, 
as he ſaith, to declare that he was the fonne of god. Pow could 
this teſtimonie bee infallible, if ſo greate thinges might bee 
wꝛought by the power of nature,we ſec then it is againſt pi- 
etie to bying ſuch a thing in queſlion, any way to beate it into 
mens heads. Againe, if thoſe Pagicians had ſuch ſkill to 
woꝛke by nature, then muſt neeus go beyond nature her ſclfc, 
which were a foule abſurdity to bee anpe way graunted, 


of Diuels by Witches. 1 
fo they could bꝛing foꝛeh ſerpents ac an inſtant, and the can 1 
not bzing foꝛth the leaſt things that grow, oz that haue life 
but by degrees; take a little flie, firſt it is a fliblow, then a 
maggot, and afterwards commeth to haue wings, both god⸗ 
lineſſe and nature condemning ſuch opinion of naturall ma- 
Cike,J will ſpeake no further of it. It will be obiected that 
pet notwithſtanding it oth not follow of neceſſitie that they 
did it by the diuell, fo2 there is a third waie by which by all 
likelihood it was done, Ff there be but a third, as indeed it is 
vnpoſſible to find a fourth, and that it be pꝛoued not to be by i 
that, then it muſt ofnecc\licie be left vnto the firſt, that is to * 
the diuell. Let vs ſee what that is: what abſurditie ſay ſome | 8 
can follow, if we affirme that they were very ſerpents indeed, | 
and that God himſelf did make them, to the end chat Pharaos 
hart might be hardened: J anſwer that here will greater . 
abſurdicie follow , than by affirmiag that the ſozcerers by ll 
their inc hantments did make a ſhew of ſerpents, and that hee 41H 
which coueteth to auoid Charibdis doth fall into Scylla, ſyun⸗ | 
ning one danger,lighteth into a greater,.fozjifmen will ſee ill 
there is no abſurvicie at all to affirme that the diuell vis 
make appearance of ſerpents but to ſaie the ſtaues were tur; 
ned into verie ſerpents indeed, and that God did it, doth dꝛaw 
a taũle after it which is not ſweete. If this may be, oz that 
theſe two micht tand together, that God doth condemne in- 
chantments, and now wozke by inchanters, pet how ab⸗ 
ſard were this foz any man to affirme, that the power of 
God did refit and withſtand himfelfe, fo2 Moſes and Aaron 
came in the power of God, Paule ſth Iannes and lambres 
withſtood them, if Sod turned their ffaues into Serpents, 
then Bod withſtood them, his power was oppoſed againſt 
himſelke, his woonders were fo} to fight one againlk another. Wilt 
The Loꝛd is bꝛought in here on both ſives,J know not what | 
other men can (ce, but ſo farre as I can iudge, this is groſle 
impiecte. 
Moꝛeouer, theſe Magicians were fn great credit and efti- 
mation with Pharaoh and his pꝛinces foz doing ſuchlike 
| E 3. matter s 
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* matters befoze Yn ; otherwiſe how ſhould it come into 
8 Pharaos minde {o readely to (end fo2 them foz ſuch a pure 

poſe. 
5 Admit the king were a ffely foole, and his nobles ſimple 
- men, which could not eſpie ceſenage, yer how commeth it ta 
N palle that theſe Sozcerers ga ſo boldly vnto the matter: 
> Pere is no place fo2 coſenage now, there is no fleighe, noz 

| noconuetance wzought one ly vy man, which is able co cars 

ric away the matter. They muſt now ſhew ſomewhat which 
0 is not in mans power, oꝛ elſe all is marred, foz they ſhall be⸗ 
; w2ap themſelues to be meere coſeners, and ſo become ridi⸗ 
} tulous, and nat onelp that, but alſo the king eſpping their 
: fozmer deceits it will coſt chem their lives, They bee not 
' afratd, they dzaw not b G n make no excuſes, ſhall wee 
| od would turne their ſtaues into 
; 


tmagine they did know 

ſerpents? No, we ſee they tooke Moſes ta be ſuch an one as 

themſclaes,and therefoze were bold to oppoſe themſelues, 

| and to withFand him, vutill ſuch time as they wire cuen 

7 foxciblic conffrained to acknowledge that Moſes and Aaron 
did wozke by the power of God, This, ſlay they, is the finger 

"he of God, wherby they lecretly confeſle that theirs was no ſuch 
504.3. power. The witch that K. Saule went vnco, wzought by the 
dinell, the thing is cleare and manifeſt, but there is nothing 

ſo euident, but that ſome Chew of reaſonmay be made againſt 

it,and that with ſuch coullozs as may deceiue the dim ſight 

of ignozant perſons, this therefoze mult come alſo to be ſcans 

ned, fo ſundzy vaine and ridiculous cauils are gathered any 

patched togither, to pꝛoue that it was neither the Deuill noz 

Samuel, but a mecre coulenage bpe Wirch, oz by ſome come 

panion, to ſap it was Samuel is ve abſurve,as we haue alſo 

eſoze ſhewed, and to pꝛoue that it was not the Deuill, firſte 

chere is bzought foz helpe the blind opinion of a Papiſt, who 

ſayth that the Deuill cannot abide the hearing of the name 

«136 ; Iehouah which is ſiue times named in that comunication bes 
|. | tweene Samuel. Saull}'it is to be accounted among the vile 


+ and filthy abominacions of popery, that chey aſcribe a power 
| ? | 10 
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to dyiue away Denils vnto wozds > lillabes pyonounced; is 
euery wicked man able to dziue awap theDeuilis Foz there 
is none ſo vile but is able to pꝛonounce the wozd /ebouab;x in 
deede the name 7ehoxab is ſeuen times dſev'in that place. ⁊ all 
by the Deuill himCſelfe there ſpeaking vnto King Saule. J de 
hold mot firmly that euer ſrteralene woꝛke is by the po; 
wer of Gov, and to giue witnelle to the truth, but hecre is 
none, this is no miracle but ſuch as the nature ofthe Deuill 
is fit and able to accompliſh . A man map wonder to lee, that 
the lame penue ſhould wꝛite, that euery ſupernaturall woꝛke 


oz mpꝛacle is ol God, e is a teſtimonie of truth: and p Gg . [| 


turned the ſtaues of Pharaos Enchaunters into Serpentes, 
which in very deed withove the truth. but thus ſome argue 
6 the Witch dis knowe Saule, and diſſembled in ſaping that the 
did not, and therefoze did connterfait in all che — 5 make 
this a neceſſarie conſeguence, there muſt ũrſt vc pꝛoued that 
which is omitted, namelie that diſſimulat ion and wuchcralte 
are ſuch diſlentanea as cannot be fond at once in one ſubicct, 
02 that a woman can not be both a diſſembler and a Witch, 
pꝛooke is made that the woman did know Saule, but with that 
which is weabe, and with that which is kalſe. 
Saul was af tall man ther foꝛe ſhe did know him ſo ſaone 

as ſhe ſam him did ze know his iuſt tature, o2 was ſhe ſure 
there was none in all thoſe partes ſo tall as the king. A wile 
man might ſooner be decejyied that waythey-gman ofmeane 
wit with this argument. It is ſaive that hedYdule was nigh 
vnto Saulcs houſe, which diuers circumita ces do declare, 
and thereby ſhe mult needes knowe him;this is vtterly falſe, 
foʒ Saul did not come vnto her from his houſe but from the 
Tampe. The Towne where this Mitch dwelt was En- 
_ dortnchetrive of Manaſſes. Ioſhua. 1 7. ver. 11. Saules houſe 
was at Gyveab a Cittie of the Beniamites, of which tribe be 
was. 1. ſam. 15. 34 the Philiſtines had pitched their campe 
at Shunem in the bowder of 1ſa«cher, 

Saule had gathered the men of Jſraell and went and pics 
ched nigh vnto them and from thence hee went vuto the wit- 


ches 
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. -»- hes houle,which was not far off. The like may be ſaid ol 
1 Samuell, chat he was not hir neigbbour,fo2 he dwelt at Rama 
| in mount Ephraim mhether Saule did ſee angie apparition oz 
F} not, the wozds doe not flatlie affirm? , but molt like that hee 
did, though not ls ſoone as ſhe. If he did not ſee but heare a 
voice, can it be concludevthat therefoze it was coſenage, it 
appeareth that Saule fell dowue vpon his face to wopſhip and 
that he which ſpake vnts him was now in his pꝛeſence. Net- 
ther is it ſaid that the woman came out vnto Saule, oz that 
ſhe went in vnto him, but that ſhe went vnto him being ſoze 
trouble d and lieng vpon the ground. But the ſtrongeſt rea⸗ 
ſon of all is yet behind to be gathered out of the ſpecch vſep 
vnto Saule The ſpeech and phꝛaſe is ſuch as agreeth not 
with the nature and purpoſe of a diuell, fo: the papiſts doe 
confeſſe that the viucll can not abtve at the naming of Gov. 
They doe indeed, gud ſuch as beletue them are not much 
wiler than they. The diuell ſeeketh ſoz to dzaw men into 
inne, and not to warnt and rebuke them foꝛ euill as he doth 
Saule. 

Fk this had beene a diuell, he would haue beene moze craſs 
tie than to leaue ſo godly . —— which ſhould be pꝛe⸗ 
18 tudiciall vnta his kingdomt . Alacke, alacke, J ſec that thoſe 
which take vpon them to be wiſer than all men, are ſooneſt 
deceiued by the diuell. Doth not ſaint Paule affirme that 
Dathan can trapſfozine himſelfe into the like neſſe of an An⸗ 
gell ol light an not he oz dosth not he vſe right excellent 
godly ſpeeches mixed with bad, to the end he map deceaue* 
There can not almoſt be a moze ſubtil ſpeech to eſtabliſh ab⸗ 
hominable errozs, than that which he here vſeth vnto Saule? 
It is not diſagreeing from bis nature, noz any pꝛeiuadice vn⸗ 
to his kingdome to ſpeake good woꝛzds, to the end hee maye 

doe hurt. 
Thoſe were good woꝛzds, and might ſeeme to be vttered 
ö vnwiſelie to the decay ol their owne kingdome. when dincls 
1 ; came out of many crieng and telifieng, That Jeſus was the a 
| ſoan? of God but they were craltilie ſpoken, any foz a petti⸗ 
| lent 
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lent purpoſe, and thereloze Chuil chargeth tbem to keepe ſi⸗ 
lence, 
What an excellent ſpeeche voth the Danill vtter out of the 


maide at Ph:/ippos,when ſhe followed Paule and the other mis 44. 5 


niſters of the goſpel which were with him: Theſe men, ſaith 
that Deuill, be the ſernants of the moſt high God which de- 
clare vnto you the way of ſalua tion: Mat can be ſpoken 
moze pithely in fewe wozdes to ſet foozth the dignity of the 
Apoſlle and his companions: That can moze commend the 
certainty and pꝛetcioulneſſe of their doctrine;he ſetteth foozth, 
and commendech thoſe miniſters ofthe Gofpell,to be the ſer* 
uants of the moſt high God. That ſaith the Apoſtle moze by 
the ſpirtte of Gov when he doth moue men to eſteeme of him 
not as ot a common perſon? Is not this the greateſt dignitie 
he challengeth, Paule a ſeruaunt of God, an Apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt: That is moꝛe pꝛecious then ſaluation's TWlho ought 
to be moe welcome: Then they whole doctrine doth guide 


men in the way thereunto: God himſelle doth ſend. it, it muſk 
needes be infallible . Doth S. Paule ſap any moge in effect, 
when he calleth the Goſpell the woꝛd of reconciliation? And 


ſaith they were Embaſladoꝛs from God to doe the meſſage*:. 
Did the Deuill foꝛget himlelfe at this tyme : Was he veſts 


rous indeede that Paule ſhould be had in honour, that men 


Qould harken vnto his doctrine, to learne the wap of ſalua- 
tion? Mould hee goe about to thyowe vowne oz diminiſh dis 


owne kingdome, oz was he ſo ſottiſh that he did not knowe 


what was againſt himſelſe: This is moꝛe ſtraunge, that the 


Deuils which gaue aunſweres being accounted Gods, and 
credite giuen vnto them and wozthipped as Oods among 


the Þeathen , would pet giue ſuch a teſtimonie here was 
no commendation eſteemed ſo among the beathen „uch as 
at that time were the people of Philippos, ſo much as che com- 


mendation which Apollo gaue of any man. Foz nowe they. - 


thought, euen a God had ſpoken it which could not lye. 


This might ſeeme to be the way to ſet all in admiration of - 
Paule. But the bleſſed _— of G DD, did knowe the 


 crafte 
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_ ferrefied the king to his 
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craft and _ ok this curſed fiend: and tooke it grieuoully 
that he ſheu\prake vyon him to be as a fellow miniiter uu 

them, euen a Pꝛeacher of the Goſpell, If auy man will be ſa 
bolve o; rather impudent, to aſfirme that this was not the 
Denill which gaue aunſweres inthe woꝛd, and which vetrew 


this goodly ſpecch, but was ſome couſenage, J will ſayeno 
nope but this : lec all men peruſe the hiſtozie ſec downe by 


S. Luke, and iudge indifferentlie, whether the holp ſpirite 
of truth affirming one thing be to be credited, oz vaine men 
maintapning the contrarie , Let vs obſerue further ſome o⸗ 
ther circumſtances & we ſhall ealclyſee it was notthe Witch 
no} aup man oʒ woman which ipake thus vnto Saul. Firſt 
this is a cleare caſe, that the Witch couln not foʒ certaintpe 
know that Saul (ould be ouerthꝛo wn. Foz to lap that the peo⸗ 
ple had fozſaken him is vtterly falſe, he had ( as the holy gholt 
tepoꝛteth) gathered all Iirac!! vnts the battell, and muſtred 
a great army, Saul was affraid, but yer hee kept it cloſe from 
che people, foʒ they fer valiantly vpan the hoaſt of the Philiſti- 
ans, ę fought with them / then if the woman could not knowe 
foz certaintie that Saul ſhould at that time be ouerthzowne, 


- how vurſt ſhe plainly tell bim that be ſhoulv die, e that with- 


in lo ſhoꝛt a ſpace, euen the next dap? It he had eſcape at that 
= „ w6ulde it not haue coſte hir the beſt bloove in her bo- 
dye „ | from es 

Would not hir couſenage haue bene eſpiev,and how ſhe hay 
ger? no puntſhmet could be ſharp 
pnough fo2 ſuch a fact. It will be aunſwered that the Deuill 
could not know foz certainty that Saul ſyguld be ouerthꝛowu. 


ehe At is very true, but pet he could collẽ q moze certain iy then 


anp man, be div ſee moꝛe on both ſides then the Witch coulve 
gather by a few woꝛdes, he what was tbe ſtrength e 


courage of the Philiſtians, and that they p urpoſen to fight the 


« 1 4.» /25- next dap, and what doubt was in the hart of Saul, the woman 


1 


could nat beſure when the battell would be . He did wp 
God wouldcaſt off Saul, as he had ſpoken by Samuel; the moſt 
part of the people did not regard what God ſpake by bis ſer- 

2 | | Uaunts 
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pooze Witch heard ave what Saguuel ſa ecould not 
tel when,noz in what — COB Rye Carded 
not the voice of gods Pꝛophets, fo; if ſhe had, ſhe would not 
haue bene a Wuch. If the deuill were deteiued g that the K. 
bad eſcaped pet he needed not to feare, there was no wape to 
puniſh him, he durſt ſpeake boldly e repꝛoue the king, the ſit- 
reſt way loz the Witch (if he had vſed but couſenage) had bin 
to tell Saul a (moth tale to flatter him, and to incourage him 
vnto the battell,foz then if he bad fallen, he could nat come a> 
gaine to repzoue hir, it he had eſcaped, ſhe ſhould haue bene 
had in great eſtimat ion, and richly rewarded. And who is {o 
ſimple in the knoweledg of Gods wozd and the Hiſtozies ſet 
forth therein, but mu needes conkelle, that it hath alwayes 
bin the manner of couſeners and flatterers to tell Ringes of 
p2olperous and good ſucceſſe, and to ſpeake pleaſaunt things. 
TUberefoze do couſeners and flatterers pꝛattiſe their lewde ⸗ 
neſle, but foz fauour and gaines Can any be fit fo2 ſuch a pur⸗ 
pole , which is lo kooliſhe as to tell a Ring that hee ſhall be 
deſtroyed '; Was this Ringe Saul growne contemptible 
and of ns power: Mee map ſee in the Hiſtozie that hee 
was of greate fozce and dealte cruelly . Foz he veſtropey _ 
- Nob the Citie of the Bꝛieſtes with. the edge of the ſwozve, 
hee perſecuted Dauid ,. and hadmanp to ſet him on, hurſte 
now a pooze woman diſpiſe him : Clas the fozme of wozvs 
vſed by Samuel ſo commonlie bzuted abzoade , and in eue⸗ 
xpe mans mauth, that the verie Witck had it ſo perſectlie. 
en will not ſpeake that which is agaiuſt the Ring & to his 
diſtonoꝛ in.th e dapes that he liueth. It thoſe woꝛdes of Sa- 
muel were publikly ſpzead among the people, pet they were 
not beleeued, but of the Wr this is plainely pzoued by 
Wy that after the deathof Saul, the moſt of the Tribes of 


E! 
Tfracl. did not admitte of Dauid whome Samuel had anoyn⸗ 
ted „ but cleaue vnto the houſe of Saul, and made warre. 
Dauid was now in Bauniſhmente fled out of the Countrpe, 
there was na ſhewe that he ould be King, and pet in this 
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A diſcourſe of the ſubtill practiſes 
fpeeche vnto Saull it is ſaid expzefly, God will rend the kings 
dome from out of thy hande, and giue it to Dauid. I doubt 
not but wholoeuer conſidereth theſe thinges, and is not wil⸗ 
fully bent to maintaine his owne conceite , hee will conkeſſe 
that this was the Deuill, who knoweth what God ſpeaketh 
by his Pꝛophetes, and is right ſure it will come to paſle. 
Ahereas the moſt parc of men neuer regarde what the Lozd 
bath ſpoken, 

The Deuill did ſpeake vnto Eua ont of the Serpent. A 
thing manifeſt to p2ooue that Deuils can ſpeake, vnleſſe we 
immagine that age hath made him fozgetkull and toungue 
tyde. Some holde that there was no viſible Serpent befoze 
Eua,but an inuiſible thing deſcribed after that manner, that 
we might be capable therof, The reaſons which are bzought 
fo2 pzoofe are moze then friuolous , and therefoze J will but 
bziekely touche them. It was the Deuill himſelfe and not a 
ſnake which ſeduced Eua, that is moſte true. Foz who doth 
maintaine that the beaſt was any moze but the outward in- 
inſtrument which the Deuill vſed. This inſtrument was not 
a ſnake, but one ofthe greater beaſtes. Foz Nachaſh doth not 
onely ſignifie a ſnake, but alſo the beaſte which is called a 
ſerpent. Mhereok there be diners kindes and ſome greater 
then other. Behemoth are beaſtes, among which wozmes are 
not reckoned, and this Serpent is matched with them „as 
one of them? Mhen it is ſaide thou art curſed aboue euerpe 
veaſte. It is further ſaide, that ifhecre by the name Ser⸗ 
pent were ment both the Denill and a beaft, rhe holy ghoſt 
woulp fr made ſome diſtinction, that we might bee enkoꝛ⸗ 
med, as though it were ſuch an abſurvitp ts ſet fooꝛth the 
ſtoꝛy as it did at that time appeare vnto Eua, and to compꝛce⸗ 
hend vnder the name ol that which was viſible & knowne be⸗ 
ing the inſtrument, the chieke wozker who was vnknowne 
inviſibles Eua did not as pct know of the fall of Angels, thee 
knew no name of Deuill 0), Sathan, ſhe did not vnverſtanye 
that there was a D:uitl,no doubt God did inftruct both A- 
dam and Eua that there was another beides that viſtble ſers 

Sw | pent, 


or: Diels by Witches. 2 


oheriyanii them vicro)y by Chuit;further feet is ol 
ietted, that theDenill'iscalled a Serpent by an Allegozto, 
and therefoze what neceſficy to take it there ok a beat: J 
anſwere that the es of — is by a metaphoꝛ called a ſer⸗ 
pent in many places er ut doth it therefoze 
follow that in this place was 98 55 — 2 The ſtezye — 
plainely euince that he couering "bis pꝛactiſe by the beaſte 
and vſing him koz his inſtrument, hatheuer after the lame 
name giyen vnto hum. 

And ko learned interpꝛetoꝛs of that Hiſtozie, as Pailter 
Calune and others, what iugling is it to alleage ſome of 
their ſayings contrarte vnto theit meanings, which do very 
well accozye with this , that the Deuill ſpake out of a beaſt 
indeede , It is thought a pooxe Snake ſhoulde not haue the 
c arſſe lapde vppon him,fo2 how coulde hee be guilty of an nye 
linne $ This cannot ſfande with the iuſtice ok GOD. x 
annſwere that Maiſter Painter hath deceaued many which 
take it to be a Snake, and touching this beaſte the ſerpent, 
it ſtandeth with the iuſtice of God that he ſhould be accurſed 
aboue enery beaſt. Pe is an ignozaunt man that knoweth 
not that euerp beaſt, and the very.eaxch it ſelſe had a curſſe 

aide vpon them fox maus finne,t ep didnor offend but were 
mave fo: mans fake. 

Chen ik Govin tuttice lapbe acurfſe vppon them as ks 
ſaye it were not in inſtite becauſe they did not ſinne were 
blaſphemtez how ſhoulde it ſeteme ftraunge that God ſouls 
rutſle the Serpent aboue euery beafte, who was the inftru- 
ment of mans fall, rhongh'hee Une we not what bee did 
But to let thoſe. e, this 15 the chiefe-and principall, fot 
the matter which J haite vndertaken; to Gewe euen by the 
very ſto2ye that there was not onely the Deuill, but alſo 
a very cozpozall beafte. Ik thts queſtion bee demaundev, 
did Eua knowe there was anpe DeuM, oz anye wicked re- 
probate Angels. bat m  ofknowlevge will ſay that 
the vid? She vid not as 2 and tuill. She 


knewe nor the anchour-vf cuil. When the Lode ſayde 
| vnto 
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Iilcc er 
the Loy laid vuto hir, What is this which thou haſt done: 
che anſwereth by aud by, The ſerpent decelued me. Shee 
ſaw there was due which had deceiued hir, (hee nameth 
bim a ſerpent, whence had the that name foz the deuill 
whome lhyce had not maginen to bee ? It is plaine that 
ſhe ſpeaktth ofa thing which, bad beloze this recetued his 
It is pet moze euident by that ſhe ſapth, vonder ſerpene, 
02 that ſerpent, foz ſhe noteth hun out as pointing to a thing 
viſible: fs2 he vſeth- the demonſtratiue particle He iu the 


Irie 1 


Pebzem language, which ſeuerech him from other. Anie 


man of a ſound mind nia ge eaſilte ſee that Eua nameth and 
pointeth at a viſible beaſt, which was nombzed among the 
Beaſtes of the ficive., The curlle is directed to both vader 
one, becauſe theꝝ were ioyned in one touching the wozke, 
ſome thing in it cannot belong to the Serpent, as the vic⸗ 
tozp bp Cbziſt- Likewiſe na allegozie can well mollifie 
ſome ſpeeches to apply them vato a ſpirite, as.to go? vp- 
pon his bzeſt, to eate dult all che vaies of his life,theu we ſce 
that Deuils can ſpeake. And the Deuill did ſpeake out of 
a man Act. 19, fo: the holy ghoſt doch affirme it. 
There were ſalth Bain Luke, certaing of the runna- 
gate Iewes, which were exozciſtes that taoke vppon them 
to name ouer thoſe that had cuill; Spicites the name ofthe 
Lowe Jeſus, ſaping , wee adiure pou by Jeſus whome 
Paule preachech . And they were tertains ſonnes of Sceua a 
chiefe Pzieſte a lewe, which did this Ye the tuill ſpirite 
anſwered and ſaid, oor] Pauls Jknawe, but who 


are pe? the man in whom the evill ſpiricwas, ran vpon them 
and did pyeuaile ag ainſt them. We ſze it flatly ſaid, the cuill 
ſpirit, and not the man ſaid, Jeſus Lkname, Paule I knowe, 
ec. Mhy ſhould we doubt then, but that deuils, when God 
doth pennt kam cha Fknawe not what: colour of reaſon 
can be alleged Against this, v1 lelle ſame will ſay it was long 

ago: e eee 2.8 tbigg. hath ene of Tater 
times, Theremight be, pe ſee, if Gon permit, e 
| ryere 


| 


| pet there is a reaſon mave by ſome, which boaſteth it ſelfe co 


"of Duels by Witches, 
there baue benefnany at all times: thou 
alſo + are manp notozisus rounterfeits, 


there haue beene 
deuils can ſpeake, 


be vnanſwerable, chat ſpirits can take no viſible ſhape. It is 


gathered from the woꝛds of Chziſt vnts Thomas, thou dseſt 1okn 20. % 


belieue becauſe thou haſt ſeene Thomas, be ſaith1 not becauſe 
thou haſt felt. aunlwere that as Thomas woulpe not truſt 
bis ſight. but would haue it confirmed by feeling,which was 
graunted him: ſo Chziſte putteth the one ſence, namely the 
ſigbt, 2 both ſight aud feeling, o for a fight confirmed bp fee 
ling this is pꝛoued by Chyiſts owne woꝛdes in Luke 24. Foz Lake 24. 
be ſaith handle me and ſee: when they were afraid g thougbe 
it had bene a ſpirite why doch be not ſay handle and fecle * J 
conclude ther efoze that it is a thing moſte certaine by the 
wozp of God, that Deuils can both ſpeake, and take a viſivie 


Tape vpon them, when God w_ peruutte. 


No man nor woman can giue Peper vie the devil to 
doe hurt, neither doth their ſending authorize 
him, but he viceh chem onely for: pl colour, 


i 


* 


The 8. Chapter, | 


7 Itherto wee have veclared in ſome 
45 | meaſure the nature ann power of 
1$U. | Deuils .: Now it reſteth that wee 
Cai lpeake ſomewhat touching thoſe in- 
1=%z#* lkrumentes whome they vle foz the 
1 | pꝛectiſe of their wicked deceipt. Fox 
”F | the vncleane ſpirits are the voers in 
ſoxceries and witchcraftes:men and 
women are but inſtrumentes. It 


is the common RW among the blind ignoꝛzant people, that 
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the cauſe and the pꝛoturing of harme b + witchcraft, pzocees 


dech from the Witch, that cither the Devill could — ; 
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teuſt in ſüder, giue antoztiy Epower to 5; pꝛince ol darkne 


A diſcourle ot the ſubtill practiſes 
do nothing vnlelle he were lent by her. 

How abſurd this conceite is, ſhall eaſily appꝛare if wee 
weigh theſe fewe rules. Firſt al men that haue the vſe but of 
naturall reaſon, muſt needes confeſſe that witchcrafe and 
coniuracion are to bee nombzed among theſe filthy ftanes 
which are molt abominable and odious in Gods ſight, this is 
alſo as cleere, that the fowleſt ſinnes do ſpꝛing and flow 
from the moſte vncleane Fountaine, though men be cozs 
rupt by nature and very vile, yet the Deuils are muche 
worſe. Thep bee the authours and deuiſers of ſinne, they 
d2zawe men into it, the Deuill then bath deuiſed witches 


rpe, coniuration, and Enchauntmenc. The Deuill allure th 


and ſeduceth men to become Mitches. Coniurozs, 0z Eno 
chaunters, be ſeemeth to be a arne Mitch, but 

thee is his ſeruaunt. The coniurs2s ſuppoſe that they bind 

him by the power of coniuration in which they reckon vp 
the names of Gad, but he is voluntarilp bound, oz doth indeed 

but faine himſelke to be — we thinke p he would 
deuiſe & teach anart wherby he ſhould indeed be bound: Oz 
can any man be ſo blockilh as to imagine that god wil in deed 
bind him by bis Power at the will of a Conturoz. Againe we 
map not thinke that he which is moze fozward vnto euill and 
milchiefe, is ſet on and pꝛocures by the leſſe fozwarde vnta 
euill, fo2 that is pzepolkerouſe , then mulke wee graunt 
that the Witch doth not p2onoke fozwarvthe Deuill ,but 
the Deuill bearing ſwaye in the heart ſetteth hir on. Vee 
ſayth hee ſent him, but from whence commeth it that ſhe 
ſent him? Div he moue hir fi ta vo ſo? He doth harme, ſhall 
we ſupyoſe that ſhe gaue him tommilliõ power, let it beers 
amined, firſt we confeſle that god ruleth all by his pꝛouidẽce. 
Next this is taughe vs allo in the holy ſcriptures, pthe deuill 


rulech with power in the childzen of diſobedience , hee is the 


god of d woꝛld, ſinful men are by a rigbteous venganceof god 
ſubiect vnto him, what ſhal we ſay then, can lelle giue power 
vnto the greater, hall a ſtlly old creature ſcarſe able ta bite a 

8 is 
any 


of Deuils by Witches. 
any man ſo ſimple to bełeeue that the Deuill can haue power 
giuen him but from a greater then himſelfe $ oz when hee hath 
libert p, wil hee not execute his power vuleſſe ſome witch lend 
bim what is a witch thenꝛ what ts a coniurer : what is an en⸗ 
chaunter: ſurely the very vaſſals and bondſlaues of the veils 
they haue no power to do, oꝛ to authozize him to do any thing. 
But hee being the miniſter & executioner of Gods vengeance, 
wht᷑ God giueth him power he vſeth them as his inſtrumkts: 
not to receiue helpe by them fo when can they helpe him but 
onelp fo2 a colour, that he may dꝛaw multitudes into ſinne by 


Ameanes, as indeede hee doth, This ſhall appeare fully in that 


which followeth:and thereioze I wil onely touch it here by the 


wap, and ſtand no longer about this paint which is manifeſt 


pnough. 


That the Deuill practiſing his miſchiefe by ſurcerers, 
doth lead the wicked world into many horrible ſinnes 


which ſuare the ſoules of men vnto eternall condem- 
Bation, 


The 9. Chapter. 


——— Fthis be mayntained that þ witch 
4 D 2 is but an inſtruẽ mt vnder a colour, 
4 8 then ſome wil demaund what great 
ES: #4 M0 thing Satan gaineth by ſuch, J 
SS <zz| an{werethat he gatnrth that which 

* £23 KAY) be endeuoureth aboue all things to 
e 9 bꝛing to paſſe: and that it is to lead 
| FO _» N men into the depth ok ſinne, that 
oe II they may be dzowned in the deeper 
condemnation, Ye wayethnot ſa much the plaguing of mens 
bodies. oz hurting their cattle, as hee doth that. Here therefoze 
is the chieke matter of all, which is to viſcloſc, and lay open the 
ſubtilty, the erroꝛs, and ſinnes, which by this meanes he da⸗ 
weth men vnto. J will firſt begin with the coniurer and 4 
witch, 
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| Adiſcourſe of he ſubti!l practiſes 


witch, and all thoſe which vle fchunen. {ow miſera ble 


is their caſe, which are ſo fallen from the liuing God, to haue 
ſociety aud felowſhip with deuils: The coniurer ellemeth him 
ſelke to be a great Lozd and commaunder even of deuils, and in 
deed hath no power to do any thing further then Satan is wile 
ling and receiueth power from God, and moucth his wicked 
beart to deale in. This great bynder and commaunder es 
uils, hath his own ſoule bound and commaynded by them, and 
is in miſerable and vile captiuup. | 

The Witch is not allſo great, but pet the poze old hagge 
thinketh her ſelfe ſtrong, that ſhee hath two oz thꝛee ſeruants as 
ſhe may leme to plague ſuch as the is offended withall . Alas 
what an hoꝛrible ſtate hach the feind bꝛought her into, who 10 
mcth to be her ſeruant, and pet commaundeth her, and ul th 
her heart euen as her God. That greater vicozie Abet then that 
which he hath gotten ouerſuchtThe charmer often times kno» 


eth no deuil: but with his charme of words he can catch rattes; 


and burſi ſnakes, take away the paine ofthe toothathe, with a 
paire of Heares and a ſiue, find out atheife, Many other pꝛetie 
knackes hee glozieth 10 as if he had attayned great wiſedome. 
zen any thing is done the devil wozketh 

it, he is the inſtructer ofthe enchaunter, andſo indeed his Loꝛd. 
hat ſhould I ſpeake of al the reſt, ne wow map ſuflice, they 
bee hozriblꝭ deluded by the ſubtil ſerpent, and made his bond» 
ſlaues. This were much, though Satan could obtayne no 
moꝛe but euen todzaw thole miſerable caitifs into fo deepe a 
degree of wickednes. But this is not the 1 thing he ſce- 
keth by meanes ot theſe to plunge the blind wojld headlong in 
the gulfe of wicked apoſtaſie. And how he hath pzeuatled were 
a great and long trauell to ſet foꝛth, only a taſt may ſuffice. In 
old tyme among the heathen, and pꝛophane nations he pꝛeuai⸗ 
led ſo farre that hee was taken to be God. His illuſions, were 
eſteemed to bee by a deuine power, fo2 ſo S. Luke repogteth. 
Act. S. where hee ſheweth that Simon Magus had long tyme 
by Magike aſtoniſhed the Samaritans, and they ſayd hee was 
the ** mo of God 2 vntill the power! of God did appeere 
| indeede 


of Deuils by Witches. 
indeed by the woonders which Phillip wought , fo then his 
were diſcloſed co be but illuſions, ſleights and ſhewes ol won⸗ 


ders, Foꝛ though the deuill tan do thinges which are ſtrange 
and wonderful vnto man (as he did by Simon make the Sama- 


ritans woouder) pet WES deede they bee no true miracles, 
t 


neither can he wozke anp,thaugh God ſhould glue him leaue 
to (h2w all his power. Further alſo among the heathen his 
anſwers were taken fo the very oꝛacles of God. From hence 
ſpꝛong the fi!thy maner of woozlhipping deuils, abhominable 
idolatry, and ſuperſticions, Therkoꝛe che Lozd commaundeth 
bis people when hee had bzought them out of Egipt that hey 
ſhould not geue eare vntoſuchas the heathen did, Hee pꝛomi⸗ 
ſeth fo2 to rayſe vp alwayes vnto them a Prophet, at whoſe 
--mouth they ſhould learne to know his will, vnto whom they 

ſhould harken. Deuteron. 18. Ve ſee then itis very manifefk 
that while Satan ſtood in reputation to bee God, He applyed 
himſelfe by witches and enchaũters to ſet vp a religion where 


hee might bee moſt deuoutly woꝛſhipped. The moſt of all his 
pꝛactiſes tended to that purpoſe. At the comming of Chiiſt,by 


the ltxht of Chꝛiſt, by the light ofthe Goſpel,he was diſcloſed, 
and could couer himſelfe no longer vnder ſo goodly a couering 
but was knowen indeed to be a Deuil, Now he mult walke as 
a Deuil and ſecke to deceiue after an other ſoꝛt. 

And herein his ſubtilties haue alſo excelled, to the great in« 


creaſe of wickednes among the people. Foꝛ when the light ok 


Sods. wozd was ſuppꝛeſſed, as it was in the popcry , then was 
a way made foꝛ him, to woꝛke all his feates, Ten did cone 
inrers and witches, and enchanters abaͤnd. Then were al man⸗ 
ner of cbarmes rife and common, Then were athouſanv mas 
gicall inuentions and toyes. To ſet foꝛth all particulers were 
infinite, therfoze ſome few (ſhall ſerne fo? all the reſt, Satan 
hath a thꝛone and a king dome in the hart of eucrie man, vntil 
ſuch time as hee bee regenerate by the holy woꝛd of God, and 
that the power thereof be in him. Me holdeth the hart in blind⸗ 
nes aud infidelitie, and ſilleth it full of all filthie luſts of linne. 
De knowech well that if he be eſpied, men could not but with 
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A diſcourſe of the ſubtill practiſes 
Loo} abhoꝛre there miſcrable ſtate, and ſecke alter ſome res 
medp, Hee doth therefoze ſecke to dcale tloſly. De would 
make men beleeuc that he is not nigh them. That redicr wap 
hath he to bzing men into that opinion, then that they may lup⸗ 
pole he is not abꝛode vnles he be fetched vp by conturcrs, and 
bꝛeake away from theme Ik there be any terrible tempeſtes, 
and mighty thunders which ſet foozth the glozp of God, then 
is he abzoad, Ikhee can then get leaue of God, (as the wicked 
wozld is wozthy that God ſhould giue him power to decciue 
them) hee will ſhe w himſelfe by ſome likelines in the middelt 
of the ſtoꝛme, oz elſe declare his pꝛeſeuce by rending vp ſome 
trees 02 ſuewing ſome terroz one wap 02 ether, Now there is 
great feare, foꝛ many bcleeue that the devil is abzode indcede, 
and hath rapſed vp the windes, and bꝛought the thunders, 
Then tales flie, and rumoꝛs are ſpzed abzode , that there haue 
bene coniurers. They be takenſap ſome, and the matter con- 
feſſed. Thꝛee devils are bꝛoken looſe, and others ſay fiue: thus 
is Satan magnifyed, when as the great woozkes of God are 
aſcrybed vnto him. Hee carieth away the gloꝛie which the al⸗ 
mighty ſhould haue. ow vile a thing is this: moſt miſerable 

in this behalfe was the ſtate ofpopery: foꝛ the great pꝛelates F 
graue fathers did beleeue this and led the people vnts it. And 

„ „ fee whatdeuife they had. TAhen any violent tempeft came, 

ee thephad the hollowed bell in euery ſteeple to bee rung, which 

c -17 pid repell and keepe him backe. Fo? hee could not come 

within the ſound of that. They had coniured water to ſpzincle 

in euerp cozner ok their houſes, they had holy bꝛead and eroſſes, 
that he could reſt no where. Thele were bis owne tnu! bu 
fo2 ta mocke the people, foꝛ he made them beleeue bee vg 


510 che eane time he ruled in ets” 
95 + „ hart come witch, what hurt voth thee + Ik 
ie the common people, yee ec ſhall haue this anſwer& thee 


1. + cn men byher. Shee killeth men and beaſtes. Shee tozmenteth 
391 el men, # ſh? deſtropeth mens goods. No man can be in ſafety ſo 
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Her, thꝛiſe happy are they which do not meddle with her. Js 71 
not this foule hauocke trow pee, which the witches do make? * 
Yea but how is it poſſible that pooze old women ſhould do ſuch 
thinges';D ſyꝛ, they do it not by themlelues, They haue their 
ſpirites which they keepe at home in a comner, ſome ot them 
twoo, ſome thꝛee, ſome ſiue: theſe they ſend when they be dil · 
pleaſed, and wil them koz to plague a man in his body, oꝛ in his 
cattle, This matter hath bene tryed : fo2 diuers well diſpoſed 
men, euen koz very pity to ſee what hurt witches do by ſending 
their ſpirites, baue ſcrioully taken the matter in hande, and 
haue hunted thoſe puckriis out oftheir neaſtes. And what 
haue they found? they haue found that ſome one woman hath. 
pad thiee, They haus found where ee kept them in wooll. 
That meate ſhee gaue them, What likenes they hav, 
What were their names, MAbethet they were hees 02 wers 
and how many men they had killed, Some haue bene han⸗ 
ged, and haue at the gallowes confeſſed the whole matter. 
Who is able to declare the bzutiſh erroꝛs and foule ſinnes 
which multitudes are led into, by this craftye dealing of 
the dealing ofthe Deuil. Foz my ſelfe J do not thinke that J 
can ſhevſthe tenth part. But yet J ſee ſa mu ger pk 
any Chiiſtianhart bleede to beholde, J will 
the colluſion of Satanandhis purpole in this thing, ſo — as 
Tcan : with the follies which the blinde multitude fall into. 
and do not eſpie the fame, 
Firſt then foꝛ the maner, The poqze old witch, pined with5-C 
9h goeth abzoad vnto ſome of her neighbours, and there 
little milke which is dented, Shee thzeatneth that ſhe 
will fl be euen with them. Pome ſhee returneth in great fury, 
— curſing, and raging, Foxththee calleth her ſpirite, and wil⸗ 
lleth him to plague ſach a man, Away gotth hee. Mithin few | 
hownes after the man is in ſuch toꝛment, that he can not tell = 
what hee map doe. Mee doth thinke himlelke vnhappy that ge 
was ſo foolthh to diſpleaſe her. 
hat ſhal wee ſap vnto theſe things: Is here no packing: 
a not here firlt af all a way taken by the wiely and wicken 
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; 16 A diſcourſe of the ſubtill pradtiſeg.. - 
ſerpent tobzing'men in beliefe that hee is not nigh them, nox 
medleth not vnleſſe his dame ſend him ee goeth about like a 
roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he may deuour , as Saint Peter 
ſayth, Shall wee bee ſo 10 05 to dane ge beet eth at the 
witches houſe: hee is a mig htp tyrant, i God do luffer him, 
rhat hee veyng a ſpirite do take vpen him the ſhape of ſome lit⸗ 


| „ 2.9 -» kle vermin, as cat o2 wealill, it is but to decciue. He lyeth and 
llleepeth in warme wool, the witch doth giue him milke, oz a 


chicken , and hee doth eate, theſe are vain illuſions, what nee« 
deth hee ſuch thinges: he reſteth not, hee eateth not, he ſlepeth 
not. How much greater folly is it to enquire of his ſexe $ as 
though there were hee deuils and ſhee deuils? But {0 come 
nigher vnto this tragedie . Doth not ſhee lend him : 7h thee 
dcth ſend him did ſend her firſt. Tho put into her heart 
to begge of that man? had hee no ſtroke in the matter that hee 
would denie her requeſt? are they not fo) the molt part in as 


great datt be ne e almoſt as the witch is, which are 


be witched n Il pnough where hee maketh his 

8. 7 — match; Shee doth furiouſly rage and curſe: doth not the deuil 
% woſkẽ it in her heart: Wel, the man is toꝛmented indeede, who 
1 doth that? here is great cunning. Sometime be doth it: ſome» 
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tyme he maketh a ſhew that he doth it, when it is not ſo: when 
hee doth it who geueth him the power? did the witch? they bee 
voide of reaſon which thinke lo , Pad hee power and lay ſtill 
while ſhee ſent him, not minding to do any thing, vnleſſe hee 
Ne were requeſted + what foole can imagine that? How is this 
N» thingthen 5 doubtles this wicked deuill either did know that 
eie SGod had geuen him power, and fo did ſtirre vp and ſet on the 
A 1 witch: o; elſe he did ſee great likelihood that God would g in? 
him leaue to toꝛment the man in his body oꝛ his goods becauſe 


* 


or his wicked life and infidelity, Fo2 hee is neuer wearie, but 


„% wozd, thatcſwhere God gaue him leanghee oMmented the bo⸗ 
#2 dies ol men, that ſuch as affirme hee can not plague that way, 


14 ſhew themlelucs guer bold agapnſt the truth. Wee ſee then 


it muſt needcs bel one of theſe w ,, H toꝛmen · 
| | teth 
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teth 'or mant i Fo Sd did geue him m powe A [d for © 
many cauſes be ſet on by the witch, whore thee conld not ins 


creaſe his power: 92 elle he doth coniccture that the Loꝛd will 
giue him leaue when he is ſent, becanſe t the people are woꝛthy 


to bee ſeduced and lead into vile crrozs:Tometyme heſeemetho»6 


to do that which hee doth not, and that is with much ſubtilty. 
Fo? heeſeech the humours in the bodies of men, and beaſts. 
Hee ſeeth the raotes and cauſes of diſeaſes, and when they wil 
come foozth , Hee ſtirreth his dame, oz rather his pooze vaſlal 
and ſeiteth her in quareil with that man. Shee ſendeth him, 
the man kalleth lame, oꝛ into ſome languilhi! licknes, his 
hogges oꝛ his kyne do die, Ther was Natural cIuſe of ſaincnes 1. 
of ſicknes and death which the Loꝛd ſent, and Satap would 
haue it layd vpon him. The with ſeeth ſuch effectes follow, 
and gathereth fox certapnty that ſhee did if, The man cal- 
leth to mynd how hee diſpleaſed her, and how ſhee did thꝛea⸗ 
ten him, and now is ſure ſhee did it - Theſe are part of his 
wayes, let vs looke further. He is a bloody murtherer and de⸗ 
lighteth to dꝛaw men into periurp and cruelty, Hee ſeekech 
therefoze to ding many ſuch vato cheir death fo witchcrafe 
as are no witches, Some woman doth kal out bitterly with 
her neighbour : there followeth ſome great hurt, either that 
God hath permitted the deuil to vex him: oz otherwiſe, There 
is a ſuſpicion conceiued. Mithin fewe peares after ſhee is in 
ſome iarre with au other. Pee ts alſo plagued. This is noted 
ok all. Great fame is ſpꝛead of the matter, Mother W. is a 
witch. She hath bewitched goodman B. Two hogges which 
dien ſtrangely : oz elſe hee is taken lame. Mel, mother W 
doth begin to bee very odious q terrible vnto many. ber neigh⸗ 
bours, dare ſap nothing but yet in their heartes they wich ſhee 
were hanged. Shoꝛtly after an other falleth ſicke and doth 
pine, hee can haue no ſtomacke vnto his meate, no2 hee can 
not lleeye. The neighbours come to viſit him. Well neigh- 
bour, ſayth one, do pe not ſuſpect ſome naughty dealing + did 
pee neuer anger mother W?trulpneighbour(ſayth he) J haue 
not liked che woman a long tyme. I can not tell how J ſhould 
diſpleaſe 
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viſhleaſe her, vnleſle it were this other day, mp wife pꝛayed 
her. and ſo did J, that ſhee would keepe her hennes eut ol my 
garden. ee ſpake her as fapze as wee could fo; our lives, 
Tthinke vercly ſhee hath bewitched me. Cuery body ſapth 
now that mother W is a witch in deede, and hath bewitched 
the good man B. Hee can not tate his mcate, It is out of all 
doubt: foꝛ there were which ſaw a weaſtl runne from her houl⸗ 
ward into his yard even alittle befoze bee fell ſicke. The ſicke 
man dicth, and takceh it vpon his death that he is bewitched: 
then is mother W app2ehended, and ſent to pꝛiſon, ſhee is ar⸗ 
rapued and condemned, and being at the gallows, taketh it 
vppon her death, that Gee i is not gylty: and doubtles ſome are 
put to death not bepng gylty. Nou let vs ſre what the de⸗ 
uil hath gapned by this pꝛactile. Foz though at ſometymes 
the coniectures fall out rigbt, pet many times there is innoctt 
blood ſhedꝛ which is a greuous fin. The iury commit pcriury 
and cruel murther, which vppon blinde ſurmiſes of igno2anL 
perſons, do giue their vtt duit: fo they ſhould ſee what knows 
ledge of God, the atcuſers haue. Pea ſundꝛp tymes the tui⸗ 
dence ok chlldzen is taken accuſing their owne mothers, that 
they did ſee . Wh ke vnto little thir ges which they 
kept in woll, den comming toyearcs of diſcretion 
confeſſethey were entiſed to accuſe, That vile and monſtru⸗ 
duſe 4 are here committed: It kalle ih out ſometynie 
that ſo 9 viſitation lighteth vyyon ſome perſon man oz wo⸗ 
man, Either the deutll doth tozment indeed, oz els the party 
fainethto be toꝛmented ( which bath bene often ſecne hand then 
acculech ſticha woman to haue ſent the deuil. It is ſtrauge to 
ſee the madnes of the people, that wil aſke che deuill who ſent 
him. And then he telleth who is his dame, and to how manyſhe 
bath ſent him, and how many hee hath kylled. If it were 
the Oeuill indetde, would they · belecue bun? Js it not his 
deſire to bꝛing innocent perſons into daunger ? Would not 
bee very gladly haue a number of men periure and foxſweare 
themlclucs% doth the Loꝛd will men to goe vpon their oth ina 
matter, at the tellumonp of a deuill: 


(ho 


2240 would thinke that euer ſuch buutiſh ignozance ſhould be 
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found in men, in the tyme of the Soſpell : This is allo a pꝛac. 
tile which would make a man tremble to thinke vyon it » that 
there ſhould euer ſuch abhominable beaitlineſſe bee found in a 
{and where Chꝛiſtianitie is p2ofeſſed; Jfthep doe ſuppoſe that 
one is bewitched, they enquire after a wiſe man oz a wiſe wo⸗ 
man, to learne who hath done che i f it he got meere de⸗ 
cetpt but that the partie hath a denill, 

man is bewitched, and deſcribeth ſuch oꝛ ſuch an olde woman, 
Yet let me aſke afewe queſtions. Firſt, Jdemaund whether 
it be allowed foz any man to deale with the deuill? J's not that 
man by the commaundement of God to be put to death which 
hath a familiar ſpirite: Are not they then almoſt as euill as he, 
which ſeeke vnta him? No doubt it is acleere caſe and cannot 
be coloured, But J ſhall after haue occaſion to pꝛoue it by the 
teſtimonies ofthe holy Scripture, and therefoze J doe omit 
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+felleth them indeed the 


the ſame now. Then further J do demaund whether they will 


beleeue the deuil:? Do they thinke he will accuſe a giltie perſon 
oꝛ an innacent ſwoneſt ? Doe thep oꝛ can they imagine that the 
deuill will bewꝛay any thing that ſhal do god? Till one deuil 
doe that which ſhalbe to the hinderante of another: No doubt 


it is a iuſt vengaunce vppan men that haue deſpiſed the light, 


that they bee thus giuen ouer to fozſake God, and to followe 
after deuils. I will pzoceede pet further to lay open the filthie 
vices which the people are dꝛawne into by witchcraft , whiles 
indeede they bewicch themſelues thzough inſtdelitie. A man is 
ficke, his ſicknelle doth linger vpan him, Some dae put inta 


his head that he is bewitched, He is counſelled to ſend vnto a 


cunning woman, She ſaith he is foꝛſpoken inderde, ſhe pꝛe⸗ 
ſcribeth them what to vſe, there muſt be ſome charme and ſoꝛ⸗ 
cerie vſed. The partie findeth eaſe, & is a glad man, he taketh 
it that he hath made a god market, it was a luckie hower whe 
he ſent to that waman. Foz dauhtleſſe he did thinke that if he 
had not faund ſo ſpeedie a remedie, the Mitch wauld vtterly 
haue ſpoyled him. Now the deuill is dꝛiuen out. of him and is 


gone. The wiſe woman wich her — n 
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bi - » yim,© that the hearts ol men were not turned into the hearts 
| of beaſts, but that they would conſider , Js Satan become a 
4 
| 


N : weldoer? Js hee ſo charitable and ſo pitifull that hee will re- 
i lecuc mens milertes : Ox doth one deuill caſt foꝛth another? 
\ Doth the weaker giue placcpnto the ſtronger: Js Satan de⸗ 
* uided againſt Satan : Sime man will replye that this is a 
Ni coinmd tying and well tried by experience, that many in great 
Wo. diſtrelſe haue bin releeuev and recauered by ſending vnto ſuch 
wile mea oꝛ wile wainen,when they could not tel what ould 
els become of them,and of ail that thep had , Shall not men 
take helpe where they can find its Why do men go vnto Phi · 
ſicionsYLet it be graunted that men findehelpe by Witches, 
0m Net this muſt needes be graiited,that as it is fo2 the moſt part 
Nall Fe a plague and token of Gods diſpleaſure, where he hath power 
1 graunted him to vexe:ſo is it a mme heauie iudgement, which 
the wicked wozld hath deſerued, that he is ſuffered to heale. 
Fo? now they cannot ſay that the Loꝛd is their health and ſal- 
Y nation, but their Phiſicion is the deuill. As all the wozkes of 
| God are god, and vnto right god end: ſo of neceſſitte all Sa⸗ 
# tans wozkes be euill and to moſt deuiliſh purpoſe, Tk he haue 
t power giuen him to polleſle and to plague the bodie: he is not 
is! dꝛiuen out, (fa2 Satan doth not dꝛiue out Satan) but healeth 
the bodie, to the end he may the moꝛe fully paſſeſſe and deſtroy 
2 the ſoule. Dis charitie and his pitie are no better. O miſerable 
health ſo recouered. O wꝛetched men fo relieued:they do ima⸗ 
gine that the deuill is dꝛiuen out of them, and he hath entred 
in deeper, F — that which is deuiliſh, as a charme, dꝛiue 
out the deuil? They ſay it is ſuch as doth coſift of god woꝛds. 
I It is ſo much the moze blaſphemous and abhominable, Fo2 
the name of God and the ſentences of his holy woꝛd, are moſt 
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0 ſhamefully abuſed vuto ſoꝛteries, which is one ſpeciall thing 
. which the deuill doth couet. We which ſeeketh helpe in ſücknes 
4s at the hands of a Phiſicion, doth that which is lawfull being 
15 o2depned of God, Fo? he hath giuen the nature & properties 
[7 f vnto things, which ſhall ſerue fo2 medicine. Shall a man ther⸗ 


It, foze hold it lawkull to feeke helpe at the deuill. Tell, to p2o« 
| | f | rave 
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terde further. 4 man hath a ſiluer cup miſſing, all coꝛners are 
ſought but yet it cannot be found:ſtraungers there came none 
vnto his houſe:needes muſt it be one ofhis own ſeruants that 
hath plaied thetheete, Euery man denyeth the matter, & ſayth 
be ſawe it not, Here is dubble griefe , not ſo much foꝛ the loſſe 
of the cup, as that a man ſhould haue a theefe in his houſe and 
not know him, And which is moꝛe, it may be that he whom he 
' molt ſulpecteth is leaſt giltie: were it not god to haue meanes 
fo2 to trye out ſuch a matter: Me could bee content to ride xl, 
miles to haue it tryed, He enquireth ſecretly where there is a⸗ 
ny cunning man ot great fame, Thether he haſteth. Home he 
returneth & in very deede findeth the cup, & knoweth 5 theefe, 
though he may not bewꝛay him. What ſhal we thinke of this? 
ſo Euen that one deuill hath plaied the whole play, # euery part 
thereof: x therfoze it is all alike foꝛ god. F irſt the deuill temps 
ted the ſeruant to ſteale the cup: The ſelfe ſame deuill put into 
the mind of the maiſter to ſeeke vnto a cunning man. The ſelf 
ſame deuil knoweth beſt where the cup lieth hid and who Cale 
it. Pe therfoze is y moſt fit ⁊ doth giũe the dire iõ. But what 
bath Þ deuil gained by this ꝛhe hath gained even his deſire:foz 
God letting him loſe fo2 to tempt, here followe great ſinnes. 
Firſt there is theft: then ſeeking vnto deuils, But becauſe men 
are blind and ſuppoſe that ſuch a ſeeking is no great offence, 
J will ſhew what the Loꝛd ſpeaketh thereof in the holy ſcrip⸗ 
tures. I will firſt referre men vnto that which the holy Ghoſt 
ſaith ol Ring Saule. 1. Cronic. 10. Foz there we may ſee that 
there are two ſinnes mftioned foꝛʒ which the Loꝛd did deſtroy 
Saule. The one that he ſpared Agag . The other, that he en⸗ 
quired o. The Loꝛd hath giuen an expꝛeſſe tcommande⸗ 
18. that his people ſhall not ſceke vnto ſuch, The 
Pꝛophet Eſay chap. &. ver. 20. affirmeth that there is no ſpark 
ol light in thoſe which doe enquire at thoſe which haue fami- 
Har ſpirites . It is as much as if he ſhould ſap, they haue no 
ſound knowledge ol God at all in them. This is a thing to be 
wondꝛed at, that in places where the Goſpell hath bene many 
.peeres taught, there ſhould bee men 91 5 that are (gnozant of 
n 2 od. 
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God, But indeede they haue not reuerenced, but deſpiſed the 
light in their hearts. The L od doth thꝛeaten ſharply Liuiti. 
20.yer{.6.that perſon which hall ſeeke vnto thoſe that wozke 
with the deuill . The woꝛds bee theſe: The ſoule which ſhall 
turne it ſeife vnto Oboth(that is, to the Spirites ot pytho) 
o2 to the Sethſapers,to goe a whozing after them: Ywill ſet 
my face againſt that ſoule, and will cut him off from among 
2 his people. God ſatth here that ſuch perſons as ſeeke vnto 
Connirers and Witches, doe goe a whozing after deuiltes. 
The ſoule of man ſhould be kept pure and chaſt vnto God as 
11 a wife vnto her only huſband, They ſhould not commit ſpiri⸗ 
1 0 tuall whozedome with deuilles, as the Loꝛd doth here charge 
* thoſe which ſeeke vnto deuilles. UWhat a foule thing is this, 
10 that ſuch as haue made a ſolemne vowe in baptiſme , to foz- 
1 ſake the deuill and all His wozkes, ſhould now ſeeke vnto de⸗ 
jel uilles fo2 helpe : Mee that committeth adulterie in the fleſh, 
f is not to bee ſuffered , Then how much mote are theſe wo}- 
thie to bee rooted out , which hane ſo vnfaithfully bzoken 
1 their vowe made vnto GW DD, and haue committed whoze⸗ 
Py dome with deuills. If there were no other hurt but this by 
witchcraft, pou ſee the deuill hath gained much: when many 
rinecounſcll, and maup doo ſeeke vnto ſuch as haue familtare 
ſpirits, and ſo in effect, fall from the liuing God. I might ſtay 
here and pzoceede no further to ſhew what doth moue the de⸗ 
vill to do ſuch things by Witches, as he could do as well 
without them: and what doth mooue him to heale ſuch as 
are hurt, to reueale things which are loſt oz ſtolen, and as it 
were to doo good: But J goe a litle further, and ſhew great 
and generallmiſchiefes. That greater aduauntage vnt 
= deuill, then to hold men from turning vnto Gos by repens 
ede . #9 taunce2 And this hee doth bꝛing to paſſe by Witches, Alt 
| if k la chaltiſements come from God, whether they be ſuch as her 
We doch with his owne hand inflict : oz ſuch as hee giueth the de⸗ 
(42 uill point ko lay vpponmen. So that whether the Lozd God 
doo it with His owne hand, oꝛ by the diuell, ( as hee did vnto 
. N lob) oz whether the deuill doo it without — = 
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Witch all is one in this reſpect,that it commech from God, 


Hold humble inen, and bꝛing them vuto true repentance, But - 


menloke no further thẽ vnto ; witch:thep fret & rage again! 
her:thep neuer loke ſo high as vnto God:they lokenot to the 
tauſe why þ deuilhath power ouer them:thep ſerke not to ap« 
peaſe Gods wzath, But they ſly vpon þ witch: they think if 
hee were not, they ſhould doo well enough: thee is made the 
cauſe of all plagues & miſchiefes : whereas in verp deede ſhe 
is but an Inſtrument which the deuill vſech foz a colour: their 
owne wickedneſle hath pꝛouoked God to anger, & to giue the 
deuill power ouer them. It is their own infidelity which hath 
bewitched them: they ſhould now turne vnto God, and they 
runne after the deuill: Fo2 ſome fall upon the Mitch and 
beate her, oz clawe — to — — lo her ſpirite may 
haue no po Theſe are well after, foʒ the d 
make then Witches. Foz when (as bey aſcribe POR gie 
ſuch things to dziue out deuils, what are they but Witches? 
Some runne vnto the Mitch when any friend of theirs is be⸗ 
witched , and thzeaten her, that if ſhe doe not take home her 
ſpirite, and if that he come any moꝛe they will tauſe her to bet 
hanged, They ſhould runne only vnto God by a liuely faith, 
true repentance and hartie pꝛayer.to haue the deuill remwuev; 
and they runne vnto the Mitch, & aſcribe vnto her that which 
doth belong only vnto God: fo2 they thinke that He hath po⸗ 
wer fo ſend the deuill, and to take him off. Alas, is there arip 
true faith in theſe men+ The deuill hath bewitched them, to 
ktepe them out of the way ol repencaunce , and to make them 
his bondllaues. 
Others there bee which haue their Hogges diſtragelß oꝛ 
ſome other cattell. It may be, they be ſo blind and ſs wicked, 
that God hath giuen power vnto the deufll to make havorke 
inditde. He mouneth 
ſinnes they loke not vpon but how to ouertome the power ol 
the Mitch, as they imagine. And what doe they They take 
& Hogge 02 ſome other beaſt and burne it aliue. Doth this 
| muas ame the devil? Sure it ic doe, it is not becault it doch 
93 ouercome 
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J duertome him, but becauſe he is deli 
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ghted with their burnt ol⸗ 
kring which they offer vnto him. What ſhould J ſtand to rec⸗ 
kon vp all the deuiſes which they haue LY dꝛiue away the de⸗ 
uill, if he haue begunne to hurt them, fo vnwitch as they call 
it. oꝛ tu heepe him off with their charmes, oꝛ with their night- 

ſpell which they haue learned: What neeve is there to re⸗ 
hearſe the knackes which they haue to dꝛiue away the ague, 

F the Toth ach, to make the UAhay Curd: to make Butter 
tome, to make Cheeſe runne: Thep bee all very witcheries, 
we che Een deuill. Fo24t is by app naturall meanes, and to 

tpe the Txtfaozdinary power of SOD vnto ſuch things, is 
verye blaſphemous, Theſe bee the fruites of Poperie, which 

hath remooued away the light, and let the people in the dark 

to be deluded by the deuill: which remooued away the ſpiri⸗ 
tuall armour wherewith the ſoule ſhould bee defended and 
taught the people verie witchtries. Wee ſee then (02 at the 

leaſt all may eaſely ſee) that while men are thus blinded with 
wicked errours about witches, they are ſo farre from the way 

of repentance, that they are carried headlong into 5 pits of fil- 

thy ſins which do dꝛowne men in deſtruction, ee ſee that it 

is a moſt clere caſe , that God oꝛdꝛeth all by his god pꝛoui⸗ 
dence.The witch can de nothing, koz the deuill which is farre 
greater then ſhe can do nothing. But the wicked wozld full of 

all contempt of God, doth deſerue that the deuill ſhould haue 
power to wozke many feates, to the end they may haue ſtrang 
deluſion, and the efficacie ot erroʒ come vpon them, This doth 
S. Paul ſet foczth 2. Theſſ. 2, Fo; there wee may ſee that 
Satan hath libertie giuen him to ſhewe his efficacie with the 
power of lying Signes and woonders. If Satan coulde 
make no ſhew oz appearance of woonders, by doing things 
hich are beyond the reach of man to counterfait, why ſhould 
it bee called a power and eflicacie, and why Gould they be cal⸗ 
led ſignes and lying woonders 2 Dur Sauiour him ſelfe, 
Math. 24, verſ . 24. both ſhew that there ſhould ariſe falſe 
Chziſts,and falſe Pꝛophets, and ſhould giue great ſignes and 
woonders; J conclude therekoze, that as the righteous on 
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doth e. b  fuffer the 8 the wickednewof the world, 
- ſhew foozth an eftcacie and power; By giuing ſignes and 


wers (v is ſuch things as men are not able to do, there⸗ g 


foze bung del account them wonders, though they be no true won⸗ 
ders in derd, noꝛ wzought vnto a god end, but to to eſtabliſh faiſe. 
religion) lo doth he let looſe the ſame deuill, oꝛ ſuffer him to 


doo many things by Witches and Coniurers, that the de⸗ 


ſpiſers of the holy religion map bee feduced , There hath 
bene meere coſinage in moſt of the popiſh miracles :(Foz if 
they had bene done as they repoꝛt, they ſhould haue bene mi⸗ 
racles in deede, and the deuill is able to 2 to 
make a ſhew by illuſion yet were they belieued by occaſion 


of thoſe ſhewes which hee made at ſome times. In likema- 


ner there are ſtraunge woonders repoꝛted of. Mitches and 
Coniurers, they 927 ene belieued, as alſo many counterfaite 
things, becauſe power at many times giuen vnto hum 
to toʒment i men; becaulehe _ make mo vame Nr 

| | 


The ſharp puniſhment appointed in the — * God 
for ſuch as worke with the deuill, and the true cauſe ot the 
ſame, and that it is no godly zeale but furious * 


with the common fort are earied ag ud vinchea. KY 


Chapt. 1. enten bt 


TESTS He Lon God did by Moſes appaint ant 
p p2eſrribe-penalties: fo2 the offences and 
<1 tranſgreſfions'of-his holp/lawes; Theſe 

wert not all ot one kim, but actoꝛding to 
che degree ok the treſpaſſe, mas che pu⸗ 


>=} — — Some ſinnes are 


oze hoꝛtible then others, and nos moꝛe 


— dilpleaſure-6f God: vnta ſuch he appointed the 


ſharpeſt penalty (that sto ſay)death — 
theſe were ſuch as fell into Apoſtaſie fromthe lam ol Moſes, 


as wee map ſee Hebrue, 10. vtrc 28. Oz ſuch as did per: 


ſuade 
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ſuade others vnto Apoſtaſie, Deut. 23. verſ. . The murthe« 
rer might not be redeemed, Numb. 35. verſ. 3 1. The ſelfe 
ſame ſeuerity is required againſt ſuch as woꝛke by the deuill, 
oꝛ that dealt with familiare ſpirites: foꝛ it is ſayd, thou ſhalt 
not ſuffer a Mitch to liue, Exod. 22. Mechaſhſhepha by the 
tropeſinecdoche is in this place being but one kinde, put fo2 al 
that pꝛactiſe deuiliſhe arte. Fo? it is very baine and friuolouſe 
to take it, that death ſhould bee appointed, as to à murtherer 
with poyſon. Foz in another place, namely Leuit. 20. verſ. 27. 
The Low doth take two other kindes where he appoynteth 
the penaltie of death. Thele be his wozds, the man oz the wo- 
man in whom there ſhall be Ob oꝛ Iiddegnoni, ſhall dye the 
death. Ont of which places we may collect the true cauſe of 
this ſeueritie to bee in very deede the familiaritie with deuils. 
The deuils be the vtter enemies of GOD, which ſeeke by all 
meanes to diſhono2 him and to deface his glozie. How can any 


then vſe familiaritie with them, vle their helpe, oz ſeeke vnto 


them, but he committeth a monſtrous enoꝛmitie, and ſuch as 


-+ deſerueth a thouſand deathes. Moꝛeouer the Mitch, the Con⸗ 


them why;Ohſap they, the witches ſend their ſpirits aud kill 


chey be put to common deaths: how much moze ſharp death x 


turec,the Enchaunter, the Soꝛcerer, and the reſt are the canſe 
of foule erroꝛs and much wickedneſſe , much hoꝛrible abuſing 
Gods holy and ſacred name, and therefoze are wwꝛthie to dye. 
This being the true cauſe why God doth abhoꝛre ſuch, as it 
is manifeſt, we may eaſily; fee the groſſe erro2 of the blind mul- 


” titude,in;this behalfe, Fo they hold that witches ſhould bee 
put to death, and not onely that,but-are inflamed with a won- 


dertull rage and furp ta haue it actumpliſhed. I call it rage # 
nat ea le, becauſe it ia not to a right end. Foꝛ if they were ſa 
zealous of it foꝛ Gods honoꝛ it were a merueilous god thing: 
but in deed it is not foꝛ any zeale of God þ they be fo foꝛ ward, 
but fox an ather jconfideration, Thieues and murtherers ſap 


toꝛmt᷑ts are witrhes woꝛthy to haue laid vpon them? But aſke 


and lame men: they kill poung infantes 3 
taiſe · winde + tempeſts. they be the verp plagues of men. 
vr is a 


"i8a faite ute” for where oo we net finvein the July 
— ers — — 
their charge 2 Y haue ſhewed the which Satan 
vſech in this behalfe, Mhen men are once fo bewitched as to 


with madnelle to ſerke all meanes do put chem to death & noc 


onely chem: but all ſuch as are ſuſpected, They run to Coniu⸗ 
rers to knol if they be not witches who they fulpect, They 
examine witches ko know whether their ſpiriteg haue not tod 


them how many witches be within certaine miles of them, x 


who they be. not alow one witneſſe being a 


man in a cauſe of death to be 1fficient ; but theſe maul alow 


the accuſation of one denil it he accuſe xl.perſan:thep chinke 
it a merueilouſe charitable deeve where there is one that hach 


bene ſuſpected fo2 witcherp,tohir? 


to be bewitched, to get ſome matter ofacruſation, Many Au- 
rers neuer weigh the foxceof the euidence which is bzoughe, 
but as if they had their oth fo coniectures 92 likeiſhodes, they 
are oftentimes very foꝛward to ſinde guilty, being ſicke of the 
ſame dileaſe that the accuſers be. But fome man will reply & 
demaund why the people ſhould not be ſo earneſt to ſeeke their 
death * ruting out? why 290 it be 888 as a fault? th 
do it ofa godmitide,#totheqglozy of Sed. In derd 

be ſhewer chat they dau it in regatdof' Gods glozie it were of a 
god minde er nich to be — is manifeſtly to be 


regatd Govs qlozy d 
vehementy 5 — done 


tcherebyas when men 7 aa cee rey a we wg 
ace aman 0 run vnto 

e in compaq with deuils, when 

as they runne fo? hey haue fomewhatloft oz 

Kole: they do by+by fy vo veal : 

thoſe be gerd witches e do no harme. But in very deed'thep be 

as euif{ as 5 other witches, fox thep haue 1 * with denifls 
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thinke, who can liue in ſalety while witches remaine:thep run 


M entice chitdzen to accuſe 
them,top:actiſe with ſome ſubcill maide twhich faineth 52: (elf 
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which is mein 1 thoſedamages which they aſcribe 


vnto witches,Xenotincheir hand to giue{ſpowerco the deuill 


foz to dw; Then if they did it fo2 loue of God they would hate 
theſe alſo:but we ſee they do not vnlp alow them, but make of 
them. God tõmandeth in his law that all that haue familier ſpi 
rits ould be put to death, c pet I ſap the faithles people doo 
make much of them, x alow of them. Maꝛeouer there be none 
moꝛe extreme haters of witches, then ſuch as be infected with 


a kinde of witchcraft them ſelues: for what are they but wit- 


ches (a man lone well into y matter) which haue their night 
ſpell, and ſo many charmes e deuiſes to audide the daungers 
of witchcralt, oꝛ to vnwitch + none are moꝛe furious agaynſt 
witches then theſe, x ſuch as of all others are p readieſt to run 
fo: help vnto the deuill: therefoꝛe I may boldly affirme, that it 
is of a mad rage, and not of a god zeale that the moſt are car- 
ried withall againſt witches: which ought to teach men wiſe⸗ 
dome, diſtreation & warines when they be foz to deale in ſuch 
matters,eſpecially when as it doth concerne life oz death, 


What manner of perſons are fitteſt for the deuillto 
make his inſtruments in witchcraft 8c FIN, and who 
arcſubicR ynto his harmes. | 


| 5 Chapt. 11. 

ITT en Satan at the firſt enterpyiſed the ruine ans 
X/ 2| deſtructionofman,he did not vnaduiſedly ſet vp 
2 AS on the wozke, but in great ſubtilty choſe him a fit 
i inctrument fo2 the purpoſe, euen the ſerpent who 
— was moꝛe ſubtill then any beaſt ofthe field, Me 
eee e e een his 


ſubtilty by much appꝛwued + He doth not nowe at- 
tempt his wicked wozke,but all fitteſt waies & meanes 
chat hee can: he vothobſerue tine ꝙ place, with all other cir- 


cumſtances: and lwke of what ſozt ſoeuer his wozke ſhalbe. he 
leketh couenient perſons as matter to wozkvponzhe chuleth 
mene s to wozke withall when he raiſeth vp ſome 
jp $ true faith, which is with ſubtill ſhew to be 
5 e fuggettery not the ſame into RES 

ar⸗ 


ee io deco pie uric be pail he 


ct ſtilfe to maintain any purpole, Likewiſe when he willſeme 
by witchcralt, he doth not hope to dzaw a godly man well in⸗ 
ſtructed in Gods woꝛd into his net # to make him a witch: fox 


be is not ſubiea vnto his illuſians: there is light in him which 


the darknts can nat ſmother. hat then z he ſteketh foꝛ vn 
godly perfons, which are blind, fullof infidelity, c ouerwhel· 
med & dzowned in dark ignoꝛance. If there be aboue all theſe 
a melancholike conſtitution of bodp,his impreſſions paint the 
deeper in theminde, Ik they be fell and giuen tu anger, e ready 
to teuenge, they be ſo much the fitter: pouerty alſo will help in 
ſome reſpec, When ſuch a perſon is mwued with furie, thee: 
curſeth & biddeth a vengeance light vpon him with whom ſhe: 
ene thepeui! x all the deuills in hell take 


he wic 121 eee 
f he hauẽ power to hurt him ol God, oz ſee 
bability that he Wal 


any diſeaſe rtady ta 
oz — voice, doch demaſid: 
Aber he call do: it ma e woman doth think it very ſtrange. 
at the firſf & is afraid to heare a thing like a cat ſpeak; but this 
Rare in time is remmued. The coiurer is one that hath a mind 
addicted vnto curioſity & vaine effimition ; he taketh him ſelfe 
by deep ſkill & power to rule ouerdetiils, # therfoze though he 
appeare fierce & terrible befoze him. it is not amiſle:nay it con- 
firmeth him p maze. og conuenient matter to wozk vps 
on, Fcdfeſle þthe v ; are inſtrum#ts which God vſeth not 


ly td be.precy 8 of vengeance,ypon the repzobate,# to 
pla ö wicked; but e eee 


His dere childꝛen: and therefoze they haue ſometimes lenue to 


ed Se ante: but þ is rare: æ when 

ſo, Gods eruäaunt 

their ſknnes wit{hymble.hearts, (6 fauaur and releaſe at 
id d they turne not their eyes vnto wit. 


em, as if they were the {caule x 
you beate nut theſe with e roted „ 
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eſpieth out a ſubtil minde, which is alla pꝛoud, vaine glozious, 
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whichisthe 
—.— Not in their hand to giueſpowerco the deuill 


0 8 
bee 7 apron $ true faith, which is with ſubtill ſhew to be 
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fault; fe thole damages which they aſcribe 


fo2 to do: Then if they did it foꝛ loue of God they would hate 
theſe alſo:but we ſer they de not vnly alow them, but make of 
them. God cõmandeth in his law that all that haue familier ſpi 
rits ould be put to death, & pet I ſap the faithles people doo 
make much of them, & alow of them. Moꝛeouer there be none 
moꝛe extreme haters of witches, then ſuch as be infected with 


a kinde of witchcraft them ſelues: fox what ate they but wit⸗ 


ches (ta man loke well into p matter) which haue their night 
ſpell, and ſo many charmes e deuiſes to audide the daungers 
of witchcralt, oꝛ to vnwitch : none are moꝛe furious agaynſt 
witches then theſe, # ſuch as of all others are p readieſt to run 
fo2 help vnto the deuill: therekoꝛe ⁊ may boldly affirme, that it 
is of a mad rage, and not ofa god ⁊eale that the moſt are car- 
ried withall againſt witches: which ought to teach men wile- 
dome, diſcreation & warines when they be foz to deale in ſuch 
matters,eſpecially when as it doth concerne life oz death, 

What manner of perſons are fitteſt for the deuill to 


make his inſtruments in witchcraft & ſorceries, and who 
are ſub ſubiect vnto his harmes. 


i Hen'Satanat the firſt enterpyiſed the ruine and 
| oy peſtructionof man, he did not vnaduiſedly ſet vp. 
8 on the a ares in great ſubtilty choſe him a fit 
inſtrument fi 02 the purpoſe, euen the ſerpent who 
—— was moze ſubtill then any beaſt of the field, Me 

is now an old ſerpent. long pꝛactiſed, and hath increaſed his 
ſubtilty by much appꝛwued experience. Me doth not nowe at⸗ 
tempt his wicked wozke,but Me all p fitteſt waies #4 meanes 
chat hee can: he doth obſerue F place, with all other cir⸗ 
cumſtances : and loke of what ſozt ſoeuer his woꝛke ſhalbe . he 
ſeeketh cduenient perſons as matter to wozkvpon;he chuſeth 
to wozke withall when he raiſeth vp ſome 


the ſuggelteth not the ſame into the minde of a blunt 
vnlear⸗ 


— 
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vnlearned fale which is blots caplite: butif it bepattible;he 


elpieth out a ſubtil minde, which is alls pꝛoud, vaine glozious,” 


e ſtifke to maintain any purpoſe, Likewiſe when he will ſeme 
bp witchcralt, he doth not hope to dzaw a godly man well in⸗ 
ſtructed in Gods woꝛd into his net # to make him a witch: fox 


be is not ſubiec vnto his illuſions:there is light in him which 


the darknes can not ſmother. hat then $ he ſceketh foꝛ vn⸗ 
godly perſons, which are blind, fullof infidelity, +/onerwhel- 
med & dzowned. in dark ignozance. If chere be aboue all theſe 
a melancholike conſtitution ot body, his impꝛeſſions pꝛint the 
deeper in the minds. If they be fell and giuen to anger, x ready 
to teuenge, they be ſo much the fitter: pouerty allo will help in 


curleth & bidderh av 


nflamed herherrs ready at hand, 
him ol God. oꝛ ſe 
any diſeaſe rtady to 
go — ſome voice, doch demaũd 


£02 
what he ſhall ditt ma 
at the firſt © is afraid to — a thing like a cat ſpeak; but this 
eargin time is remoued, The coiurer is one that hath a mind 
addicted vnto curioſity & vaine eſtimhtion: he taketh him ſelfe 
by deep ſkill # power to rule ouerdetiils, c therfoze though he 
appeare fierce & terrible betoꝛe him. it is notamiſſe:nay it con⸗ 


firmeth him p maze. 2 conuenient matter to wozk ups 
mT ws reſts which God vſeth not 


rec ARES ee the repzobate,# to 

pl; ed; but to aſſault, to tẽpt, to ver # to chaſtiſe 

his deere children: ann therefoze they haue ſometimes leane to 

ne SS of theſe, in body oz ſubſtance 
ſo, Gods holy ſ 


their ſinnes 


ſer unts der loke vp vnto him, & confeſſe 
nhlehearts fauour and releaſe at 
bis hands, ag Ih did 2. they turne not their eyes vnto wits 
ches, they cry not out vpon them, as if they were the {cauſe x 
you heate nut thele wiſh ds + rooted * 

eart 
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ſome reſpect, Mhen ſuch — mwued with furie, thee: 


e woman doth think it very ſtrange. 


;but Þ ig rare:+ when 


—— as — 


| NN 
fearꝛ hurt by thẽ: but they abhoꝛ the ſin, and i edle of Gods 
gloꝛp, deſire that due execution may be done bpon them. The 
deuil then by his witches & coniurers pꝛeuaileth nor amonge 
theſc:hee doth pꝛeuaile among an other ſoꝛt of men greatly:he 
hath power given him to plague # to ver many of them: 


haue no power ok true & liuely faith to withſtand him-rhef er 


full of all darknes & ignozance, the heauenly light c power of 
Gods holy wozd is not abiding in them:marke it who will, x 
he hall finde this moſt true, that Þ greateſt part ofthoſe which 


S crp out pthey are bewitched, that run vnto witches foz help, 


that vſe their charmes, c ſeeke ſo many wates to vnwitch, are 
enen as ignoꝛant, as far from ʒeale c loue of 5 goſpel, æ as full 
of vices as the very witches them ſelues: ſo that deuil doth 
euen with as much eaſe ſeduce & lead theſe men info erroꝛa by 
witches & coniurers, finding them in ß dark, as he doth allure 
the paze ſiley old woman to be a witch, and the Jdolatrons,# 
adulterous maſſe· pꝛ ieſt to be a coniurer. Thus much may ſuf- 
fice to ſhew what perlons 5 deuil doth make choile of to be his 
inſtruments, and what maner of perſons he dereiueth & hur 
teth by them. 


The true remedy whereby men ate deliuered from all 
feare and daunger of witchcraft, 
Chapt. 12. 
En are glad to findeamedicine that willdziue a⸗ 
way k rid them off an ague; how much glavder 


— — —— 


craft but it is a merueilous thing to ſ& in what feare men art 


and pet will not imbzace$ whoifome remedy which the L cd 


* 5 


hath preſcribed: they ſerke many meats, 4 that wich 
trauell, but yet they are neuer the better: daz ifthey lum 
eaſe vnto the body, it is with the lolle ol » ſoute:the 


-Keuer appointed chen, i ye fo flithe as to make weapons a- 
71 Mo _  gainff 


& would they bee to finde a pꝛeſent remniedp to pꝛe⸗ 
ſerue them ſafe e free tram the feare off all ina. 
gined hurt and danger which cometh by witch · 


cost and, 


ade (one: 
hel bule:che veuillhing. 
delle did inuent thoſe m which they fly vnto , foz God 


-— ͤ— 


A ws”wwQYs . 


—— himlelf>if they be vered 0) \hanted with a ſpirit(as ther 
vſe to ſap) d a witch dziue him out. it is the deuil » diueth him, , 
out, if he be inderde dꝛiuen out. But the trueth is, he is nort l 
Satan doth not dꝛiue out Satan. Put the caſe that one deuill 
did expell another, what cointoꝛt could it be vnto the poſſeſſed, 
moꝛe then this, that a weaker deuill is dziuen out of him to 
giue place to a ſronger: Fo? the ſtronger deuill would nener 
expell the weaker, vnleſſe it were to enter there himſelke. To 
let this paſſe, it will be demaunded where there is any remedie 
pꝛeſcribed by the Lozd againſt witcherie? The Loꝛd ſaith he 
would raiſe vp a Pꝛophet vnto the people Deut. 1 8. Thoſe 
which giue eare vnto him ſhalbe ſafe, Some man will ſay that 
is but in thjs one poynt, that he ſhall not be deceiued by ſuch 
as wzoiic t by the denil,no2 led into erroꝛ. But where is there 
any remedie mentioned ta pꝛeſerue a man from the bodily 
harmes done by Mitches ? aunſwer, that it were a ſtraunge 
thing koz the holy Scriptures to appoynt a medicine fo ſuch 
a diſeaſe as it neuer mentioneth. The woꝛd of the Loꝛd doth 


neuer mention that Tlitches can hurt the bodie at all: e ther: 79 9 6 


foze it doth no where pꝛeſcribe any remedie fo2 that which is 
not. The malignant ſpirits oꝛ wicked deuils, doe hurt both 
bodies and ſoules:and therefoze there is a way taught how to 
be free from thẽ: They haue no increaſe — bya Witch: 


but only — at = the iuſt v * 
the vngodly,h be n an epd th power 905 Bar bus "7 
he that is — — hs lone, is armen againſt both 
witch and them. Againſt them there is no power can pꝛeuaile, 
but the power of — Therefoze when the holy Apoſtle doth 
ſet men in battell againſt deuils, he willeth them to be ſtrong 
in the Loꝛd, and in the power ol his might. This mightie po⸗ 
wer o God is made ours onely by faith. Foꝛ which cauſe D. 
Iohn ſaith that faith is our victozie, Me that bele&ueth doth o⸗ 
uercome the woꝛld: which cannot bee vnleſle he doe ouertome 
the pꝛince of the woꝛld. This faith is the free gift of God: but 
pet becauſe he hath ozdepned outward meanes to come vnto 
it, we are willed to take vnto vs all the whole armour of God 
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wherein this might tonſiſtech. And to the end that the exhoꝛ⸗ 
tation may the moze affect vs, Saint Paule doth expꝛeſſe the 
whole matter vnder the likeneſſe and termes of warre. Foz 
thereby appeareth that there is neede of Gods power, that we 


 mayeſcape out of the great perrill . The Apoſtle as a chiete 


Captaine in the L92vs Armie, doth ſtirre vp and pꝛepaxe all 
Chyiltian ſouldiers. He ſheweth who be the enemies. Me de⸗ 
tlarech their terroꝛ in ſundꝛie reſpects. But pet vndouhted vic⸗ 
toꝛie vnto all thoſe which followe his pꝛeſcript. All the power 
of God wherewich wee reſiſt and ouertome the deuill, is con⸗ 
ueyed into vs by faith alane. But becauſeheſpeaketh as ol a 
ſouldicr in his compleat armour, he applieth but one part vn: 
to faith, and the reſt vnta thoſe things which doe goe vnſepe: 
rably with faith. The ſouldier had his head and all parts of his 
bodie with his legges and feete armed: then had he his ſwoꝛd 
in his right hand, and his ſhield in the left, Euen fo in this ſpi⸗ 

rituall armour applped by ſimilitude vnto the ſoule, here is ar⸗ 
mour fo) the head, fo2 the feet and legges, and fo2 al the whole 
bodie, and then the ſhield of faith to hold fo2th in the one hand, 
and the ſpirituall ſwoꝛd which is the woꝛd of God in the other 
hand, The ſumme of the whole is, that by faith in the Goſpell 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt we are armed with power ol grace, with true 
knowledge and light, with ſincere integritie of heart, and with 
a godly life, with zeale, with patience,and with all other hea⸗ 
uenly vertues, ſo that the fterie darts ofthe deuill, neither in 
tempting vnto filthie ſinnes, noꝛ yet in damnable hereſits and 


opinions, can faſten vpon vs. Tf wee want the true faith, wee 


want grace: we be not in Chzilk, we haue not his ſpirit. This 
faith is grounded vpon the woꝛd of God: foꝛ the woꝛd is ſent 
to bee pꝛeached, that men may heare and beleeue. Ik men bee 
ignoꝛant in the woꝛd of God, they cannot haue power to reſiſt 
the deuill: they haue no ſmoꝛd tu fight with him.. Chziſt our 
great Captaine hath left vnto vs an example which we ought 
to follow. when he reſiſted the deuill. Foz at euetỹ temptatior, 
he dzaweth fw2th this ſame ſpirituall lwoꝛde, and ſaith it is 
mitten, and ſo woundeth Satan therewich, chat * = 

| ople, 


fovle . Pojeoner,as men are to bee armed wich the power of 
GOD, ſo are they continually to fo) by faithfull pꝛayer 
they all obtaine a continuall ſupplie of grace, to ouercome 
the new and freſh aſfalts of the deuill. Me are to giue thanks 
alſo vnto God at all tymes foꝛ his benefites,to depend vppon 
his pꝛouidente, to commend vnto his keeping both our ſoules 
and bodies, and all that we pollelle. Thus ſhallthe deuill haue 
no power for to hunt vs: but if the Lozd doe giue him leaue to 
afflict vs, vet ſhal it be no further then may tend vnto our god, 
Foz all things wozke together fo2 god vnto thoſe which doe 
loue God. Let it meue vs to ſecke increaſe of faith, by often 


hearing of Gods wozd taught: let it dꝛiue vs vnto continuall Rem. 3. 


meditation in the ſame , and vnto a godly life. Fo? all thoſe 
which deſpiſe the glopious Soſpell of Chziſt,oz the publiſhing 
of the ſame, and moſt eſpecially ſuch as fight againſt it, doe to 
their power ſet vp the kingdome ofthe deuill, and bꝛing in all 

witcherie . The light of the Goſpell doth beate him downe: 
and therefoze when Chꝛiſt ſent fo2th his Dilciples at the firſt 
to pꝛeach, and they returning reiopced, that euen the deuilles 

were made ſubiec vnto them: he ſaith, J ſaw Satan fall 

downe from heauen like lightning. The Loꝛd ſend 
abꝛoad the light of his truth to thꝛow downe 
Satan, and to dꝛiue away darknes from 
the mindes ol the people. Amen. 


FINIS. 


FO Saw. a 


mv 


, * q 
Ae 
” 


| * 7 rg i 
— bs — 25. * Lab 
wa vovy 


{ ” a . % " « * 
* " ** 
8 PR. . 
- 1 od 

N — 

N 
* 
* . j - 
mw” 9 e 


ui * i x $26&F 


ors 


2 G's « 
Yoo | 


: 
a n ' 


* rr r L : A 
4 W - ww 3 : 


ht RE ne 


* 5 
1 : _ 5 # ' : — f . 
1 — N 1 _— om m & to * * 
_—_ I 15 9 4 SS. aw # s * 3 $ —_ . 6 5 
A N l w— % 8 i. ö d , RL Oy . 8 N 
- „ . p : * — . 2 - 2 9 . = *s — 
* 4 wn — MER: by ' 2 1 I 5 1 1 —_ CY . 4 5 wY 7 27 7 K 5 « * * Www wt 
«„ Fw aps ˙ Ar " 2 1 8 rn | 
* b * _—— wats Yo * * * 7 F —— — 7 L D ; | — wcAecy. ow hw — - — « 2 — 
mY = , WS — * 5 — «ef 2 2 — * n 7 2 - 443 5 4 oy FP 4 - ks et . * 0 _ 
K = has $44 * - ö — L 12 p : % 14 x . a N 5 » . * — — 4 2 — 3 4 N — * — n 
„ Ci o / : 2 n * 
. — * $ a = * * a * » 5 * * ST. 6 — a * 1 — = 2 ” 8 12 — " 1 
- 4 9 * „ * j 4 7 * «© 
\ 
* } 9 
> 
X 


» 
4 


D — iB ²· —tͥumᷣ. ⁰¹ð¹Oꝛ̃²˙ ˙' ˙ ˙ ²¼0m0 —ʒ̃ lt Ono 
+ 
4 


* 4 r 
— 2 
* - ——— * 
— a * da. 


4 4 "EN FADE IM . N 
Pro Cad UTIL 7 9 
| e nr 


— ET 99.15 ons 


1 ——— 


1 


LI ELL ANDY 


e W ee DS NO eee eee eee e 7% mp 5 N ee eee 
hows 0 wn — 5 


— 


